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2500 Borchard Road
Newbury Park, CA 91320
805-498-4812
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December 2013

JOIN US FOR A FAMILY-FRIENDLY

Volume 5 No. 12

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SERVICE
WITH A PAGEANT PUT ON BY THE CHILDREN
AND LOTS OF MUSIC, INCLUDING OUR
KOG CHOIR AND BRASS & WINDS
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24TH,
4:00 P.M.
[WE’LL ALSO OFFER A SIMPLE CHRISTMAS EVE
SERVICE OF SONG, WORD, AND COMMUNION
AT

7:00 P.M., IF YOU CAN’T MAKE 4:00 P.M.]

O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL!

Worship Schedule
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
Adult Bible Study 10:45 a.m.
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King of Glory

Mission Statement of

2013 Council
Pastor: Steve Simpson

King of Glory Lutheran Church:

805-498-4812

Uniting People,

Lynn Fallis

Uniting Purposes,

President
Walt Chandler

Uniting Paths in Christ

Vice President
Carole Johnson

OFFICE INFORMATION

Secretary

Regular Hours

Gary Block
Karle Koerbling

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday: 1:00–5:00 p.m.

Sue Meser

Friday: 1:00–4:00 p.m.

Susan Premo

Phone:

805-498-4812

Fax:

805-498-7912

Website:

www.kog.cc

Email:

kog@kog.cc

Carol Browning
Office Manager
Lynda MacDonald

Church Council

Preschool Director

No Meeting in December

805-498-0567
Tom Dawes
Treasurer
Renate Lee
Financial Secretary

Preschool Board
No Meeting in December
Choir Rehearsal
Tuesdays, 7:00-8:30 p.m.—Music Room

Carol Browning

Worship Committee

Music Director

Sunday, December 15, after Worship
2Grace Notes
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Message from Our Pastor
“By the tender mercy of our God,
the dawn from on high will break upon us,
to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the way of peace.”
- Luke 1:78-79 (NRSV translation)
December is an exciting time for the church. It is a time in which we prepare for Christmas
and eagerly await hearing about the birth of Jesus. As many of you know, the church has a
calendar that it goes by, which is different from the normal calendar that hangs on our walls at
home. Each season in the church calendar carries its own message, and it begins in December with
the season of Advent. This season lasts a total of about four weeks until we reach Christmas on
December 25th.
Advent is a time of peace and preparation, which can be hard to remember in the face of
the chaos of Christmas. Although Christmas is always a beautiful time of year, it is also a busy time
of year. There are presents that need to be bought, cards that need to be sent, and travel plans
that need to be made. If your life is anything like mine, the month of December also involves more
that a few hectic trips to the mall. Although Christmas is always a wonderfully fun holiday, the
weeks leading up to it can be a bit stressful.
The season of Advent, however, can give us a breath of fresh air in all of this busyness. The
message of Advent is this: be still and be at peace. Relax. Spend some quiet time with your family
or with God. Do not get sucked into the stress of the holiday season, but remember that we are
awaiting the birth of the Prince of Peace.
The passage above, from the book of Luke, gives us an example to follow during Advent.
These verses are sung by Zechariah, who is the father of John the Baptist. Zechariah is looking
forward to the birth of Jesus and the message that this child will bring. When the world seems
dark, Jesus will illuminate our path. When the world seems chaotic, Jesus guides us in the way of
peace.
In these weeks before Christmas, life may feel overwhelming or worrisome. But, if you are
able, try to find those little moments to rest. We worship the God of peace who has everything
under control. And perhaps that means all of our Christmas preparations will not be perfect. But
that is okay because we await the coming of a savior who loves us despite all of our imperfections.
The child born on Christmas will show us grace.
Peace,
Pastor Steve Simpson
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Worship
Date

Worship
Season/Color

Readers

Flowers

Altar Guild

Acolyte

12/1

Advent 1A
Blue

Karen Malotte

[Available]

Marcy
Knudson

Abby
Provenzano

Lenore Silva

The Faltins in honor
of Magdalena C.
Flannery’s 100th
Birthday & Natalie
Blessings and Honor

Marcy
Knudson

Emily Bryant

Karl Hinderer

Sue Meser in Honor
of Granddaughter
Juliette’s 1st
Birthday and in
Memory of Jim
Meser, Sr.

Marcy
Knudson

Abby
Provenzano

Marcy
Knudson

Jeffrey Knudson

12/8

12/15

Advent 2A
Blue

Advent 3A
Blue

12/22

Advent 4A
Blue

Joel Arnold

Bob and Christi
Marriner in Honor of
Grandchildren
Lindsey’s 23rd and
Ryan’s 8th Birthdays

12/25

Christmas
White

TBD

Poinsettias

Marcy
Knudson

12/29

Christmas 1A
White

Karle
Koerbling

[Available]

Marcy
Knudson

Jeffrey Knudson

FROM THE COUNCIL
Council President Lynn Fallis is on a well-deserved vacation. The Council met briefly in
November, but tabled some items for later discussion. Two items of note:
> Worship on Christmas Eve, December 24th, will be moved up to 4:00 p.m.
> There will not be a Council (nor Preschool Board) meeting in December.
Next Council meeting: Thursday, January 16, 2014.
We’re having a rehearsal in the Sanctuary on Friday, December 20, 5:00 p.m.,
for the Christmas Pageant that will be part of the 4:00 p.m. Christmas Eve worship
service. Children are invited to come but if you can't make the rehearsal,
you can still join in on Christmas Eve.
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Preschool News
I hope everyone had a blessed and relaxing Thanksgiving
holiday and had an enjoyable time with your families. I
know that we at King of Glory Preschool are thankful for
our supportive church family. Thank you all for attending our restaurant-night
fundraisers; it’s so fun to see you there eating and enjoying your
friendships. Also thank you for supporting our Masterpiece Cookie Dough
Fundraiser; it was very successful, and your help is always greatly appreciated. I
would like to thank Tom Dawes and Tony Borrego for helping to unload the truck.
We are focusing our attention on the birth of Jesus, and we spend all of
December talking to the children about why we celebrate Christmas. We are busy
working on our Christmas Program, and working on the songs the children will
sing. Our Christmas Program is on Thursday and Friday, December 12th and
13th. We would love for anyone interested in coming to our program to attend
either day. The children are all so cute, and most of them love singing for their
parents.
We will be starting our 2014 enrollment registration for the children that are
currently enrolled, families that are returning, and for church families. The best
advertisement for King of Glory Preschool is word of mouth. So please pass this
information on to any one you know that is interested.
Merry Christmas to all of you,
Lynda MacDonald

CHRISTMAS EVE: Mark your calendars for our
Christmas Eve Worship Service, at 4:00 p.m.,
December 24th. The children can participate in a
pageant, and we’ll enjoy lots of music with our KOG
Choir and Brass & Winds! If you can’t make 4:00 p.m.,
we’ll also have a simple Service of Song, Word, and
Communion at 7:00 p.m.
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Adult Bible Study
The Adult Bible Study meets after worship, and is studying the primary confessions
of the Lutheran church, as found in the Book of Concord. Join Karl Hinderer and
Jim Weber in the Music Room as we delve into the fascinating documents, and, in
the process, learn more about what we believe as Lutheran Christians.

Altar Guild
The new Altar Guild sign-up sheet for 2014 is on the downstairs bulletin board, so
please sign up for a Sunday or two, or for a month. This is an important and
necessary ministry, preparing the sanctuary for worship. Training is provided.
Please consider signing up, for a month or part of a month. To join the Altar Guild
Ministry, please see Sue Premo or talk to Pastor Steve.

LIFT (Ladies in Fellowship Together)
“MIRIAM”—what does she mean for us today? (None of us will watch our baby
brother in the reeds of the Nile! Right!?) But we can look at Miriam as the Protector
of Moses. Now that fits better into our lives as mothers, caretakers, etc. Come,
discuss Miriam and the story of Jesus’ birth at our DECEMBER LIFT meeting. It will
be on Monday, December 9th, at noon, at Pam Chandler’s home. Call Renate Lee
(805-375-1901) to arrange for carpools to Pam’s house!
Newcomers are always
welcome. Come just once and see how we share our thoughts on the Bible story we
are studying that day.

Music Ministry News

Thanks to Laura Soice for joining us on chimes for one of our preludes in November,
and to Gary Block for adding tenor saxophone in our Sending Song and a postlude on
another Sunday. The choir enjoyed joining forces with St. Julie’s and St. Patrick’s
choirs for our annual Thanksgiving ecumenical service.
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We’re busy rehearsing for our Advent services and our Christmas Eve 4:00 p.m.
worship, which will feature our faithful King of Glory Choir and Brass & Winds. On
Sunday, December 15th, you won’t want to miss our Christmas Carol Sing, at 4:00
p.m., in the sanctuary, with some fellowship to follow. Evan Varns will join us on
clarinet, and possibly other guests as well! Come and sing your favorite carols or
just enjoy listening to the beautiful music!!
Because Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve both fall on Tuesdays (our normal
rehearsal night), we won’t have choir rehearsal on December 24th and 31st.
However, the choir will still sing on Sundays as usual. Rehearsals will resume on
Tuesday, January 7th. There’s always room for more, so if you’re interested in
singing or if you play an instrument and would like to be part of our KOG Music
Ministry, please talk to Carol Browning (310/463-3233, outoftheway@earthlink.net).

Our Seminarian
Seminarian Update: Seminarian Natalie Faltin will be with us for Sunday, December
8th, and we’re grateful for that! Please keep her in your prayers during this
internship year as Interim Pastor at Valley of Christ Lutheran Church (16200
Frontage Road, Frenchtown, MT 59834). (Blog: http://bachatschool.blogspot.com/)

Poinsettias for Christmas
Please sign up in the Welcome Center to purchase a poinsettia, set to arrive
December 22nd, to decorate our sanctuary for Christmas. The plants are $10;
please designate the loved ones you want to honor or remember.

Sound System
We need to update our sound system and have set up a fund to raise money for the
work. We’ve received some revised quotes for the work and are reviewing the
options. If you’d like to contribute to the fund, make your check payable to King of
Glory Lutheran Church and mark “Sound System” in the Memo field. If you have
ideas for fundraising, please see Carol Browning.

Worship Notes
We finished off the liturgical year with Christ the King Sunday on November 24th.
Thanks to all who stayed to “hang the greens” and prepare the church for Advent!
The church looks beautiful!!
December 1st marks the First Sunday of Advent. We begin the three-year
lectionary cycle again, with Year A, where most of our gospel readings are from
Matthew. The overall themes of the scriptures (including the Old Testament
prophet Isaiah, and the New Testament Letters of Paul—to the Romans—and of
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James) convey a message of hope. In times of economic uncertainties and natural
disasters, it’s comforting to hear words like "Be patient, beloved, until the coming
of the Lord" (James 5:7) and "Rejoice in hope" (Romans 12:12). Some familiar
messages from Matthew’s gospel are: “Stay awake.” “Be watchful.” “Endure.” “Be
ready.” John the Baptist is featured in our readings for the 2nd and 3rd Sundays,
and on the 4th Sunday, Joseph is reassured by the angel not to fear, that he should
take Mary as his wife and that they will have a son, Jesus, Emmanuel.
Our liturgical color is blue, the color of hope and expectation. We have our Advent
wreath (three blue candles with one pink one for the 3rd Sunday of Advent) on the
altar, and light one, two, three or four candles as we move through the season,
singing a verse of “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” as we do so.
Check the downstairs stairwell bulletin board for the 2014 Flower Chart and 2014
Altar Guild sign-up sheet. King of Glory altar flowers are provided by the generous
donations of our friends and members. The price of Altar flowers remains at a
$25.00 donation with dedication.

Serving Our Community

Come Help KOG Serve the
Community Meal Each Third Saturday
King of Glory supports the Conejo Valley Shelter Program through feeding our less
fortunate neighbors on the 3rd Saturday of each month, across the street in the
fellowship hall of St. Julie Billiart Catholic Church.
On November 16, 2013, we served a wonderful and delicious meal to 60 (!!)
appreciative guests. Many thanks to the generous folks who helped with cooking
and serving these meals, including the girls from Girl Scout Troop #6003354!
Please remember to sign up in our Welcome Center to bring an item and/or to
serve for the next meal: December 21st.
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Adopt an Angel—Christmas 2013

Hello King of Glory Church members,
Christmas is a wonderful time of year to help families in our community. This year
we have adopted 3 families in need. If you would like to participate, please remove
both tags from the tree. Write your name on the tag that has the name line and
place it in the red box so I know who will be providing each gift. Keep the second
tag for yourself for reference. When you return your wrapped gift, please tape the
name tag to the outside of the gift so I know who it needs to go to. Please have
the gifts under the tree by December 8th. Feel free to contact me with any
questions at (805) 551-4430 or email me at mrsdtm@yahoo.com.
Thank you for participating in this wonderful ministry,
Jamie, Emily and Ashley Bryant

Service Team—Planning Future Projects
Please contact Walt Chandler, waltchandr@aol.com, if you would like to plan
upcoming service projects.

Suggestions for Helping Others During the Holidays
Here are 10 ways to be "missional" over the holidays (from the ACTION—Area
Christians Taking Initiatives on Needs—newsletter):
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Invite someone to join you for a holiday (Thanksgiving or Christmas) Dinner.
Hold a simple holiday gathering for your neighbors.
Ask friends and neighbors about their holiday traditions.
Send a special note or gift to someone who lost a loved one this past year.
Discuss with your family, friends, or group someone you know who really needs
help or encouragement. Serve them in a creative & meaningful way.
6. Include your neighbors in the joy of giving to a child. Do a neighborhood toy
drive for Christmas Shoppe (KOG Preschool is participating in this).
7. Give gifts that matter this year. Think & pray about each one.
8. Be strategic in end-of-year donations to non-profits or church. Make your
donations count.
9. Serve someone in need this holiday season; go to www.actionvc.org to find a
need in your area.
10. Be thankful, grateful, and full of life this holiday season, because Jesus has
changed you. When people ask, be ready to tell them what you love MOST
about Christ-mas.
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Birthday Lunch
The December Birthday Lunch will be the first Monday, December 2nd, at 11:15
a.m. at Country Harvest. RSVP to Joann Krebs if you can attend.

Bunko
This group will be meeting the second Friday, December 13th, 6:00 p.m. at Carole
Johnson’s home. For more info, please call Carmen Barton at 805-376-2164.

King’s Readers Book Club
We will not be meeting in December but will resume in January 2014. We will meet
again on Wednesday, January 15, 7:00 p.m., either at Patty Lebow’s or Bonnie
Bartlett’s (they are at least hosting together since it is Venice’s 103rd birthday). We
will be discussing Sisters: The Lives of America’s Suffragists by Jean H. Baker.
Please join us.

Christmas Parties!!!
It is the season to party (for us Lutherans, that is really the whole year!!), so please
mark your calendars and plan (yes, yes!) to come:
WOMEN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY is on Friday, December 6th, starting at 7:00 p.m.
We will meet at the Lees’ home in Vallecito (directions will be in the Welcome
Center on the 1st of December). This fun event includes a gift exchange (a small
gift, please). When you arrive, put your wrapped gift under the tree (if the tree is
up by then) or under the lighted star. Bring a finger-food to share. Enjoy the food
and the company until we open the presents by random numbers. You must open
your present right then and there when your number comes up—because another
one of the ladies may like it and “swap” it instead of opening a present of her own!
It’s a lot of fun!! Please invite one of the new ladies at church—let’s make this a
great fun-filled evening!
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CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTMAS PARTY is on Sunday, December 22nd, starting at
4:00 p.m. Carole Johnson again is opening her wonderfully decorated home to the
congregation. This is a full-fledged potluck (these must be Lutherans!!!!). Please
invite the new families—it is early enough in the day, so they may want to join us
with their kids. For directions, call Carole Johnson at 805-498-0921, home, or
805-223-5478, cell. (No reservations are needed, so just show up and come and
enjoy the fellowship.)

Other Upcoming Events in December

Tot Drop and Shop—Saturday, December 7, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Parents have a morning off while KOG members and Girl Scouts play with the kids.
Please contact Dick or Ardath Schwartz OR Pam or Walt Chandler to help with this
fun activity. Feel free to invite families in your neighborhood to sign up for this free
event. Sign up in the Welcome Center to attend or to help.

KOG Preschool FUNdraiser Dinner—Wednesday, December 11th
Mark your calendar for Wednesday, December 11th, for our KOG Preschool Family
Fellowship FUNdraiser Dinner, at Rubio’s (2751 West Hillcrest Drive, Newbury
Park, CA 91320 ), from 2:00 p.m.-closing. Flyers will be distributed in bulletins and
the Welcome Center before the date.

KOG Preschool Christmas Programs
All are welcome to attend the KOG Preschool Christmas Programs, Thursday and
Friday, December 12th and 13th, at 9:15 a.m., in the Chapel!

KOG Christmas Carol Sing
Join us on Sunday, December 15th, 4:00 p.m., to sing your favorite Christmas
carols with your church family and enjoy some fellowship and fun!
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Mark Your Calendar!
Sunday, December 1st and 8th—Alternate Christmas Gifts after Worship
Friday, December 6th—KOG Women’s Christmas Party
7:00 p.m. at the Lees’ home
Saturday, December 7th—Tot Drop and Shop, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Thursday and Friday, December 12th and 13th—
Preschool Christmas Programs, all are welcome to attend
Sunday, December 15th—Christmas Carol Sing, 4:00 p.m.
Sing your favorite Carols with your Church family and friends!
Thursday and Friday, December 19th and 20th—
Preschool Christmas Class Parties—
Cookies (no nuts) are needed, please help if you’re able
Friday, December 20th—Christmas Pageant Rehearsal,
5:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary
Sunday, December 22nd—KOG Christmas Party,
4:00 p.m., at Carole Johnson’s home
Tuesday, December 24th—Christmas Eve Worship
4:00 p.m.: Children’s Pageant, Pastor Steve’s Message, Communion,
Music with KOG Choir and Brass & Winds
7:00 p.m.: Simple Service of Song, Word, and Communion
KOG Preschool Closed December 23rd through January 5th
KOG Church Office Closed on December 25th
Sunday, September 21, 2014—King of Glory 50th Anniversary
Stay in touch with King of Glory:
E-Mail

Contact Person

pastor@kog.cc
kog@kog.cc

Pastor - Pastor Steve Simpson
Church Office - Carol Browning

kingskids@kog.cc

Preschool Director - Lynda MacDonald

prayers@kog.cc

Prayer Chain - Walt Chandler

goodnews@kog.cc

Weekly e-mail - Sue Meser

webmaster@kog.cc

Website - Dick Schwartz

help@kog.cc

Infrastructure - Gary Block

12

Mail Tubes and Name Tags:
If you would like a designated “mail tube” in the Welcome Center and/or you need a King of Glory
name tag, please email Carol at kog@kog.cc or write a note on one of the goldenrod inserts in the
bulletin and ask that it be given to the church office.

Christmas Blessings to
you and yours!
Volunteer Opportunities:
♦ There are opportunities to help lead our church by serving on Council.
information, please see Pastor Steve.

For more

♦ Our Usher Ministry needs additional volunteers to greet and welcome people to worship,
take up the offering, etc. Please see Darryl Malotte.

The Church Office will be closed Christmas Day,
Wednesday, December 25.
The Preschool will be closed Monday, December 23,
through Sunday, January 5, for the
Christmas/New Year’s holidays.

FUNdraiser for

King of Glory Preschool
Enjoy Rubio’s great food while supporting King of Glory Preschool at the same time.
With each flyer (flyers available in the Welcome Center) presented, Rubio’’s will
donate 20% of the event day sales back to KOG’s Preschool.
The King of Glory Preschool FUNdraiser Dinner is:
Wednesday, December 11, 2013, from 2:00 p.m.-Closing:

Rubio's, 2751 West Hillcrest Drive, Newbury Park, CA 91320
805-498-6475 / www.rubios.com
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VIRGIL'S
AUTO BODY &
PAINT

Carpentry, Painting,
Electrical, Plumbing

AL COLLINS
HANDYMAN

Foreign and Domestic
Insurance Approved Shop

(818) 517-0236
P.O Box 7150 Van
Nuys, CA 91409

FREE ESTIMATES
Joe Pellegrino

805-499-4243

Serving Ventura &
L.A. Counties
since 1995

3479 Old Conejo Road
Newbury Park

Exceptional German Car Service & Repair

From Mercedes Benz to Volkswagen, to the exotic Porsche Carrera, you'll find one of
the best diagnostic minds in the business. And, we routinely perform all scheduled
maintenance to mantain your factory warranty.
3121 THOUSAND OAKS BLVD. UNIT 2, THOUSAND OAKS, CA 91362

MIKE'S FOREIGN SPORTS LTD.

MIKE BENNETT
FREE
ESTIMATES

379-3880
805
379-4569
805

Sobrino's
Termite &
Pest Control

Homes • Apartments
Commercial • Industrial
Bed Bugs
African Honey Bees Certified
Landscape & Turf Treatments
$50 for Real Estate
Termite Report

Ray Sobrino Jr.

President • Lic. #OPR 11245
QAL #131563

www.sobrinostermite.com

(805) 498-3026

3529 Old Conejo Rd. Ste 102

KING OF GLORY/ 063

www.cmpublications.com

For advertising information, please call (951) 776-0601

King of Glory
Lutheran Church and Preschool
2500 Borchard Road
Newbury Park, California 91320

Identification Statement:

The King’s Courier, Volume 5, No. 12, Dated December
2013, is published monthly by King of Glory Lutheran Church and Preschool, 2500 Borchard
Road, Newbury Park, CA, 91320.

Sunday Schedule:
9:00am

All ages Childcare (until 12 noon)

9:30am

Holy Communion Worship

9:45am

Sunday School (ages 4+)

10:30am

Coffee and Fellowship

10:45am

Adult Bible Study

Newsletter Deadline:

18th of the month
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