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Christmas Eve Worship
Sunday, December 24, 4:30 p.m.
Children’s Pageant & Communion
Special Music by
King of Glory Choir and Brass & Winds
Worship Schedule
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
Adult Bible Study 10:45 a.m.
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Mission Statement of
King of Glory

King of Glory Lutheran Church:

2017 Council

Uniting People,

Pastor: Steve Simpson

Uniting Purposes,

805-498-4812
Walt Chandler

Uniting Paths in Christ

President
Susan Premo
Vice President

OFFICE INFORMATION

Richard O'Neil

Regular Hours

Secretary
Mike Knudson

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday: 1:00–5:00 p.m.

Karle Koerbling

Friday: 1:00–4:00 p.m.

Sue Meser

Phone:

805-498-4812

Fax:

805-498-7912

Website:

www.kog.cc

Email:

kog@kog.cc

Carol Browning
Office Manager
Lynda MacDonald
Preschool Director
805-498-0567
Tom Dawes
Treasurer
Joel Arnold
Financial Secretary
Carol Browning
Music Director

Church Council
Thursday, December 21, 7:00 p.m.
Preschool Board
Thursday, January 18, 2018, 5:15 p.m.
Choir Rehearsals
Tuesdays, 7:00-8:30 p.m., Music Room
Worship Committee
December 10, after worship
2Grace Notes
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Message from Our Pastor
“My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has looked with
favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. His mercy is for those
who fear him from generation to generation. He has shown strength with his arm; he has
scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. He has brought down the powerful from
their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the
rich away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according to
the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”
(Luke 1:46-55, one of readings for December 17th)
This is one of our first introductions to Jesus in the Bible. After Mary learns that she is
pregnant, she shouts these joyful words. It is possible she even sang it! Many scholars refer to
this passage as the “Song of Mary.” It is also sometimes called the Magnificat, which comes
from the Latin word for “magnify” in the first verse.
But regardless of what you name it, this passage is an incredibly important piece of scripture.
The Magnificat shows us what Jesus is all about. It is a thesis statement for the book of
Luke. It illustrates how Jesus will act in the world, and it shows us what is important to God.
So what is Mary’s song about? It teaches us that God turns the world upside down. The lowly
are lifted up, and the proud are brought down. We saw how Jesus did this in his ministry. He
healed the sick, gave sight to the blind, and ate meals with the people considered sinful. These
were the people who were pushed out to the margins of society. But Jesus draws them close
and shows them love.
The Magnificat, though, is about more than just a description of Jesus. Remember, we are
called to follow wherever God may lead us. Mary’s Song shows us who we should be as
disciples of Christ.
Where are the marginalized people in our world today? Where are the places that desperately
need love? Who are the people that everyone else ignores? Who are the people that are
unfairly condemned as “sinful”? These are the places where we are called to bring grace.
Let the Song of Mary resonate in your heart. Look for the places that need love. It is your job
to bring it there. With Christ as your foundation, let the light of grace shine. Turn the world
upside down.
Peace,
Pastor Steve Simpson
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Date

Worship
Season/Color

12/3

Worship
Readers

Flowers

Altar Guild

Acolyte

Advent 1B
Blue

TBD

[Available]

[Available]

Abby
Provenzano

12/10

Advent 2B
Blue

TBD

[Available]

[Available]

Wyatt
O’Neil

12/17

Advent 3B
Blue

TBD

[Available]

[Available]

Meagan
Provenzano

12/24
(9:30 a.m.)

Advent 4B
Blue

TBD

[Available]

[Available]

TBD

12/24
4:30 p.m.

Christmas Eve
White

TBD

N/A

[Available]

Abby
Provenzano

12/31

Christmas 1B
Lessons &
Carols / White

TBD

[Available]

[Available]

TBD

King of Glory Mission Plan for 2018
This past October, the congregation worked on forming a mission plan for 2018. The goal is to
find new ways that we can better connect with the community around us. The entire congregation
came up with many wonderful ideas during a meeting on October 22nd, and the Church Council
selected six to explore for next year. It was a hard task! Please know that these are not the only
ways we can do ministry in 2018; this is not meant to be something limiting. These are just six
ways in which we want to hold ourselves accountable.
Our goals for 2018 are as follows:
1. Re-evaluate our online presence—The first impression people have of King of Glory often
comes online. We will be doing some research and evaluation to make sure it is as good as we
can make it. This includes our website, Facebook page, emails, etc.
2. Young Adult Panel—Churches often say they want “young people” as part of their
congregations, but we do not always do a good job listening to them. What makes a young
person feel included? What makes them feel excluded? We will put together a panel of young
adults, where the congregation can listen in, so that we can do a better job hearing their voices.
3. Workshop on evangelism and hospitality—Evangelism means bringing the message of grace
into the world. Hospitality means providing a welcoming presence when people arrive at King
of Glory. We will hold an educational workshop that covers both of these subjects.
4. Re-evaluate the hospitality of our church space—Is our church space welcoming when you
arrive at King of Glory? We will examine our church, both inside the sanctuary and the outside
grounds. This includes looking at our Welcome Center, church sign by the street, etc. We will
then take steps to make it more welcoming.
(continued on page 13)
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Preschool Happenings
Merry Christmas to all of you at King of Glory Lutheran
Church. It’s hard to believe that Christmas is just around
the corner; where did the year go? We are so busy at the
preschool where our top priority right now is having the
children learn the song they will be singing at their
Christmas Program. Our Christmas Program is on Thursday and Friday,
December 14 and 15,
15 at 9:15 a.m. If you want something that will put you in
the spirit for Christmas, watching these little “angels” sing will definitely do
so. Refreshments will be served by the Preschool Board, and they would love
to see your smiling faces.
The teachers are busy getting the children ready for their program as well as
making sure that each child will make a wonderful gift for their parents.
Throughout the day, the teachers are all working with the children on how to
be kind, how to be caring, and how to share. Christmas is a great time of the
year for the children to understand and to use these
concepts. They begin to understand about being kind to
others and they realize how they feel when someone is
kind to them. By giving their parents a gift that they made,
they begin to understand the importance of gift-giving,
like the Wise Men did with Baby Jesus. They begin to feel
happy because they made someone else happy by giving
them a gift.
Have a wonderful Christmas, and enjoy your loved ones.
Yours in Christ,
Lynda MacDonald
Preschool Director

KOG Preschool Christmas Programs
Thursday and Friday, December 14 and 15
All are welcome to enjoy our preschool children singing
songs of Christ’s birth, each day at 9:15 a.m., in the
Chapel!
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Adult Bible Study
The Adult Bible Study meets on Sundays, after Worship and Fellowship, in the Music
Room/Library, led by Karl Hinderer, and is currently doing an extended study of
Matthew. Come and join us.

Altar Flowers
Individuals may purchase an arrangement of fresh flowers to have on the altar at a
cost of $25, to take home after worship. Dedication forms are posted on the bulletin
board in the stairwell. (Please complete the form and return it to the office, with at
least one week’s notice.)

Altar Guild
The 2018 Altar Guild sign-up sheet is now posted on the downstairs bulletin board,
and you can sign up for a Sunday or two, or for a month. This is an important and
necessary ministry, preparing the sanctuary for worship. Training is provided.
Please consider signing up, even for part of a month.
Ministry, please see Sue Premo or talk to Pastor Steve.

To join the Altar Guild

Good News Bible Study
Our monthly Saturday Bible Study will be on December 9, from 9:00-10:00 a.m.,
in the Music Room/Library. Join Pastor Steve for some bagels and juice (or bring
your own breakfast) and a lively Bible Study and discussion, topic to be announced.
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LIFT (Ladies in Fellowship Together) Bible Study
Mark your calendars for the December LIFT Bible study. Any woman is invited to
join us. We will meet at Renate Lee’s home on Monday, December 11, at noon. Any
questions, contact Renate Lee, 805-375-1901.

We thoroughly enjoyed joining with the music ministry of St. Patrick’s Episcopal
Church for a combined anthem and sung benediction during our Thanksgiving
Ecumenical Service on Monday, November 20. We’re preparing our Advent and
Christmas music selections—where has the year gone?! We have some cherished
favorite anthems for both of these seasons. I’m grateful for our faithful choir and
their wonderful ministry!
On Christmas Eve, we’ll be joined by our terrific KOG Brass & Winds. Some of the
younger members of our congregation (Emily Bockelman—we hope, Abby & Meagan
Provenzano, and William & Wyatt O’Neil) will also be featured, which is a joy. On
the First Sunday of Christmas (December 31), our worship will be a Lessons &
Carols service, giving everyone the opportunity to sing lots of our favorite carols.
Choir rehearsals are Tuesdays, from 7:00-8:30 p.m., in the Music Room. There’s
always room for more, so if you’ve been wanting to sing, play an instrument, and
would like to be part of our Music Ministry, please talk to Carol Browning, at church
or phone, 310/463-3233, or email, outoftheway@earthlink.net.

Sound System
Thanks to Jim Lian for donating World’s Finest Chocolates for a Sound System
Fundraiser! We have Mint Meltaways and Caramel Whirls ($2 per box, or more, if
you’d like to donate more!). We’re selling them on Sundays until they’re gone. Our
current total is more than $10,650 (continuing towards our overall goal of $14,000).
If you have fundraising ideas for this project, talk to Carol Browning. Or make a
donation, with a check to King of Glory Lutheran Church, marked "Sound System” in
the memo field. Does your company do matching funds? All donations are
appreciated!
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Worship Environment Gift

We have a new Advent wreath, generously donated by the Faltin family, in
celebration of the marriage of their daughter and son-in-law, Natalie and Cody Dean
Faltin. Our previous metal Advent wreath/candleholder was coming apart. This
beautiful stand matches well with the rest of our liturgical environment and adds to
the beauty of our worship. Thank you, Melody and David!

Worship Environment—Poinsettias for Christmas and Help Needed

Once again, we’re ordering a dozen poinsettias to decorate our sanctuary for
Christmas. There is a sign-up sheet in the Welcome Center, if you’d like to
contribute $10 and dedicate one of the plants in honor or in memory of a loved one.
On Sunday, December 3, after worship, we’ll “hang the greens” to finish our
Advent environment and get ready for Christmas. On Sunday, January 7, we’ll need
to take down those “greens” and change the sanctuary environment to the Time
after Epiphany with green candles and banners. We’d appreciate help, if you’re able
to stay.

Notes
Advent is here! Our liturgical color is blue, which you’ll see throughout the
sanctuary. Advent is the beginning of the liturgical year, Cycle B in our readings,
where we mainly hear from the Gospel of Mark (the shortest of the Gospels). On the
1st Sunday of Advent, Mark reminds us to “keep awake,” to pay attention to the
signs of God’s presence among us. The next two weeks feature John the Baptist, the
one who prepared the way for the Lord and who reminds us to prepare as well—our
hearts and our minds to receive God’s gift of love in Emmanuel, God-with-us. The
4th Sunday of Advent brings us the story of the angel Gabriel visiting Mary, to let her
know that she was chosen by God for a special purpose. May we each respond to
God’s call with the same humility and faith that Mary did!
8

This year, Christmas Eve falls on a Sunday, so for December 24, our 9:30 a.m.
worship will be the 4th Sunday of Advent. After worship, we change our liturgical
environment to white and return at 4:30 p.m. for our Family Christmas Eve Pageant
with Communion. This is always such a fun celebration, with the children helping to
tell the story of God’s Incarnation and lots of special music. For the last Sunday in
the month, December 31, the First Sunday of Christmas, we’ll enjoy a Lessons &
Carols service with Communion, and savor singing our favorite Christmas songs and
carols another week.

Serving Our Community

Adopt an Angel—Christmas 2017
Thanks to all of you who have “adopted” our 3 families in need through Lutheran
Social Services. As a reminder, when you return your wrapped gift, please attach
the name tag to the outside of the gift so I know who it needs to go to, but also
make it so I can remove it so the child will not know what their gift is. If you are
buying clothes, please enclose a gift receipt if possible, just in case it does not
fit. Please have the gifts under the tree no later than December 10th. Thank you
so very much for making Christmas special for these families! Feel free to contact
me with any questions at (805) 551-4430 or email me at mrsdtm@gmail.com.
Thank you for participating in this wonderful ministry,
Jamie, Emily, and Ashley Bryant

Alternative Christmas Market
Our annual Alternative Christmas Market is a wonderful way to do your Christmas
shopping and help others at the same time. There are items from SERRV, helping
many cottage industries in Third World countries, as well as ELCA Good Gifts, where
your money can purchase animals (cows, pigs, goats, etc.) for families and farmers
in need. Plan to shop on Sunday, December 3, after worship.
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Come Help KOG Serve the Community Meal Each Third Saturday
King of Glory supports the Conejo Valley Shelter Program through feeding our hungry
neighbors on the 3rd Saturday of each month, across the street in the fellowship hall
of St. Julie Billiart Catholic Church.
On November 18, 2017, we served a wonderful and delicious meal to 57
appreciative guests. Many thanks to the generous folks who helped with cooking and
serving these meals!
Sign up in the Welcome Center to bring food and/or serve for the next Feeding the
Hungry meal: December 16.

Birthday Lunch
The monthly Birthday Lunch is the first Monday, December 4, at 11:15 a.m., at
Country Harvest. RSVP to Joann Krebs.

Bunko
This group will be meeting on the second Friday of the month, December 8, 6:00
p.m., at Carole Johnson’s home. For more info, please call Carmen, 805-376-2164.

King’s Readers Book Club
We do not meet in December. On January 17, we will meet at Bonnie Bartlett’s to
discuss 1984 by George Orwell. Please join us. Questions, contact Janet Hinderer.

Other Upcoming Events/Information
Greetings from KOG Former Members
Renate Lee passed along this message from former members Don and Cindy
Hatcher: "Please let our Church family know we think of them often and love
them."
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KOG Work Day
Mark your calendars for one more Work Day in 2017, to get our property ready for
Christmas—Saturday, December 16, starting at 8:00 a.m. Bring garden tools and
gloves. Thanks for your help and stewardship of our church!

Peace Pole for King of Glory
At this year’s Women’s Retreat, we had a peace walk from Holy Trinity Lutheran
Church to California Lutheran University, beginning and ending at their respective
Peace Poles. Inspired by that experience, Sue Meser is leading a campaign to bring
our very own Peace Pole to King of Glory. A Peace Pole is a hand-crafted monument
that displays the message and prayer “May Peace Prevail on Earth” in different
languages. The Peace Pole Project was founded in 1975 in Japan by Masahisa Goi,
author of the Universal Message and Prayer. There are tens of thousands of Peace
Poles in 180 countries all over the world, dedicated as monuments to peace, serving
as constant reminders for us to visualize and pray for world peace. (General
information about this project can be found at: http://www.peacepoleproject.org/)
For the season of Advent (through December 24), individuals may donate towards
this project. Those who make a suggested donation of $20 will receive a handmade
peace crane (thanks to Melody Faltin for making the cranes). The overall cost is
approximately $400, which includes the pole (plus shipping/handling), installation,
and other items to create a prayer environment around the pole.

Preschool FUNdraiser at Sharky’s!

Our monthly Preschool FUNdraiser is Wednesday, December 6, all day (11:00 a.m.9:00 p.m., at Skarky’s (1930 Newbury Rd., Newbury Park, 805-376-1404, https://
www.sharkys.com/). Sharky’s will donate 20% of the proceeds from our orders. Get
a flyer from the Welcome Center and support our Preschool while enjoying good
food (dine in or take out) at the same time!!
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Sunday, December 3, 1st Sunday of Advent B—
Hanging of the Greens after worship
Alternative Christmas Market after worship
Wednesday, December 6, 11:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.—Preschool FUNdraiser
at Sharky’s! Get a flyer from the Welcome Center!
Saturday, December 9, 9:00-10:00 a.m.—
Good News Bible Study with Pastor Steve
In the Music Room/Library.
Saturday, December 16
King of Glory Work Day, 8:00 a.m.
Feeding the Hungry Dinner at St. Julie’s, 6:30 p.m. (bring food at 5:30)
Thursday, December 21—Church Council (7:00 p.m.)
Preschool Christmas Break—December 22-January 5
Sunday, December 24
9:30 a.m., 4th Sunday of Advent Worship
Our usual Sunday worship service
4:30 p.m., Christmas Eve Worship
Children’s Pageant and Communion
Special Music from KOG Choir and Brass & Winds
Monday, December 25—Church Office Closed for Christmas Holiday
Sunday, December 31, 9:30 a.m. Worship—Lessons & Carols with Communion
Monday, January 1—Church Office Closed for New Year’s Holiday

“Like” us on KOG Church’s Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/KOGLutheranChurch
and KOG Preschool’s Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/pages/King-of-Glory-Preschool/653323394789066
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King of Glory Mission Plan for 2018 (Continued from Page 4)
5. Include the community in service project—When we collected suitcases for a local
women’s shelter, many people in the wider community made donations. We will explore
ways to include the larger community in our service projects.
6. Homework club (as long-term goal)—This is a thoughtful idea that was mentioned
several times during our congregational meeting on October 22nd. While we likely cannot
accomplish it during 2018, we would like to explore what it would take to accomplish. We
can hold onto it as a long-term goal in the future.
We invite you to continue sharing any ideas, or questions, you may have. Together, we are the
hands and feet of God in the world!
From the Church Council and Pastor Steve

KOG e-mails:
E-Mail
pastor@kog.cc
kog@kog.cc
kingskids@kog.cc
prayers@kog.cc
goodnews@kog.cc
webmastr@kog.cc

Contact Person
Pastor - Pastor Steve Simpson
Church Office - Carol Browning
Preschool Office - Director Lynda MacDonald
Prayer Chain - Walt Chandler
Weekly e-mail - Carol Browning
Website - Dick Schwartz

Support our Preschool FUNdraiser at Sharky’s
on Wednesday, December 6, 11:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.
1930 Newbury Rd., Newbury Park, 805-376-1404
https://www.sharkys.com/
Take a flyer from the Welcome Center!

Monday, December 25, and January 1,
the Church Office will be closed
for the Christmas and New Year’s holidays.
The Preschool will be closed from Friday,
December 22, through Friday, January 5.
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805

Carpentry, Painting,
Electrical, Plumbing

Craving an easier

way to order?

Order on our website
www.amecinewburypark.com

AL COLLINS
HANDYMAN

(818) 517-0236
P.O Box 7150
Van Nuys, CA 91409

Pool &
Spa Service

Serving Ventura &
L.A. Counties
since 1995

805-432-9896

Foreign • Domestic • European
Electrical • A/C • Tune-ups
Clutches • Fuel Injection Systems
Computer Control Systems
Anti-Lock Brakes • Airbags

300 Giant Oak Ave. Ste. A
805.375.3117

VIRGIL'S
AUTO BODY &
PAINT

Foreign and Domestic
Insurance Approved Shop

FREE ESTIMATES
Joe Pellegrino

805-499-4243

3479 Old Conejo Road
Newbury Park

Sunday Brunch 10 am to 3 pm

2311 Borchard Rd.
498-3115
20% OFF
SUNDAY BRUNCH

For entire table with this newsletter

Not valid with happy hour prices, coupon or any other
promotion or discounted voucher

Sobrino's
Termite &
Pest Control

Homes • Apartments
Commercial • Industrial
Bed Bugs
African Honey Bees Certified
Landscape & Turf Treatments

Ray Sobrino Jr.

President • Lic. #OPR 11245
QAL #131563

sobrinotermite@verizon.net
www.sobrinostermite.com

(805) 498-3026

3529 Old Conejo Rd. Ste 102
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www.cmpublications.com

For advertising information, please call (951) 776-0601

King of Glory
Lutheran Church and Preschool
2500 Borchard Road
Newbury Park, California 91320

Identification Statement:

The King’s Courier, Volume 9, No. 12, dated December
2017, is published monthly by King of Glory Lutheran Church and Preschool, 2500 Borchard
Road, Newbury Park, CA, 91320.

Sunday Schedule:
9:00 a.m.

All ages Childcare (until 12 noon)

9:30 a.m.

Holy Communion Worship

9:45 a.m.

Sunday School (ages 4+)

10:30 a.m.

Coffee and Fellowship

10:45 a.m.

Adult Bible Study

Newsletter Deadline:

18th of the month

