The Xing's Courier

Worship Schedule
Sunday Worship 9:30 am.
Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
Adult Bible Study 10:45 a.m.
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You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after
lighting a lamp putsit under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it
giveslight to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others,
so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.

(Matthew 5:14-16, one of our readings for February 5th)

Thislittlelight of mine, | mgonnalet it shine. Hideit under abushel? No! | mgonnalet it
shine, let it shine, let it shine.

Nearly everyone knows the words to this little song. It is sung in churches, camps, retreats,
and preschools. Even if you have never set foot in a church before, you have likely heard it
someplace else. It isasong many of us grew up singing as children. The words and tune are
permanently etched into our hearts.

L et s take a moment, though, to mediate on the message of this hymn. [t is based on the
passage above, which isfrom Jesus Sermon on the Mount. God has sent us out as lights to
shine in the darkness of the world. This might seem like a daunting task! But God promises
that we can doit. A city on ahill cannot be hid.

Where does this confidence come from? How does God know that we can shine? We are not
lights on our own, but we reflect the light that God has already shown us. We feel the warmth
of God slove and theillumination of grace. It guides us and shows ustheway. Our calling,
then, isto be amirror to thislight and share it with everyone that we meet. You, and all of us
together, can be a city on ahill that provides hope in a gloomy night.

Sometimes life can feel dark. We all know what this darkness can look like: anxiety, worry,
conflict, sickness, hatred, prejudice, and any other number of things. Martin Luther King Jr.
once preached, Darkness cannot drive out darkness: only light can do that. Hate cannot drive
out hate: only love can do that. Let ustake these wordsto heart and follow in the spirit of that
old hymn. You are the light of theworld. Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine!

Peace,
Pastor Steve Simpson




|
- 9%'s o'
! 41
9%"$ 2 )
F i 41 1 G
9%$"$ 3 "
F - 4 1 g@
4 /.
F2 /* 0 4 1 -
C’
1 /
L H# # /"
4" 3 = > 2 A ET /" s 7 > 0"
H#HOHOH ? " 0 - 74" ? "$A
" " $ # 1 B 4
"$ $ 3 $ "o C "$
HH" $ / # " # # C "/ HH#E "
$ ;o # $ "o "$ / 74
8" T # #
# 1 # $ $ e /
1 4 # # $ /o1l ) $$
$ 7 / "$ " $ % 7 #
$ " $" $ / "$ / > !
i # i $ # o1 $ 2 .D E
I $ " /" " 4
17
" % ) 3% *4 54 0 /*6 0 +) A 1 ) ¥
0 +) 7 - - tol " " / 2
1" —* - " # # o $ 1TC .
HH" 2 ) D) + 4 " # /| #
" # " H#HE " "%
gL $ -3
] Church
Council




preschool registration
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