King of Glory
Lutheran
Church and
Preschool
2500 Borchard Road
Newbury Park, CA 91320
805-498-4812
www.kog.cc

December 2015
Volume 7 No. 12

Family Friendly
Christmas Eve Worship with
Children’s Pageant
Special Music by KOG Choir
and Brass & Winds

December 24, 4:30 p.m.
Worship Schedule
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
Adult Bible Study 10:45 a.m.
1

King of Glory

Mission Statement of

2015 Council
Pastor: Steve Simpson

King of Glory Lutheran Church:

805-498-4812

Uniting People,

Lynn Fallis

Uniting Purposes,

President
Erik Diaz

Uniting Paths in Christ

Vice President
Carole Johnson
Secretary
Joel Arnold

OFFICE INFORMATION

Walt Chandler
Mike Knudson

Regular Hours
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday: 1:00–5:00 p.m.

Karle Koerbling
Sue Meser
Richard O'Neil
Susan Premo

Friday: 1:00–4:00 p.m.
Phone:

805-498-4812

Fax:

805-498-7912

Website:

www.kog.cc

Email:

kog@kog.cc

Dick Schwartz
Laura Soice

Carol Browning

Church Council

Office Manager

Sunday, December 13, after Worship

Lynda MacDonald
Preschool Director
805-498-0567
Tom Dawes
Treasurer
and
Financial Secretary
Carol Browning
Music Director
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Preschool Board
No meeting in December
Choir Rehearsals
Tuesdays, 7:00-8:30 p.m., in the Music Room
Worship Committee
Sunday, December 13, after Worship
2Grace Notes

Message from Our Pastor

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to
everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God,
which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”
(Philippians 4:4-7, a reading from December 13th)

What is the busiest time of the year? I suspect many of us might have the same answer:
Christmas! It seems like there is always more to do in the weeks leading up to the holiday.
There is always another gift to buy or another event to attend. The streets become crowded
with cars flocking to the mall. We travel to visit family or prepare our homes to receive guests
ourselves. All of these things are wonderful, but they can also bring stress along with
them. Christmas is a busy time.
The weeks before Christmas are the season of Advent for the church, and it brings us a
different message. Advent is about slowing down and simply sitting in the presence of God.
In church, we will be hearing readings like this passage from Philippians. Paul, the author,
suggests a different way of living and thinking.
Paul calls us to live in a spirit of prayer and thanksgiving. God will guard our hearts and
minds. We might even find God bringing peace in the face of our most stressful moments.
And all of this is a cause for joy! “Rejoice in the Lord always,” Paul writes. The word for
“rejoice” in the original Greek of the New Testament is chairo. It suggests a calm happiness
or well-being. This is the joy of the Lord.
Perhaps we should take the time to meditate on Paul’s words in the weeks leading up to
Christmas. Take a moment to rest, even if it is only for a few minutes, to lift up a word of
rejoicing and thanksgiving to God. For whom are you thankful during this season? Where
have you seen God’s blessings? As we approach the celebration of our Savior’s birth, may
we hold this gratitude in our hearts.
Peace,
Pastor Steve
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Worship
Date

Worship
Season/Color

Readers

Flowers

Altar Guild

Acolyte

Rosemary
Ostling

William
O’Neil

12/6

Advent 2C
Blue

TBD

by Janet & Karl
Hinderer in Honor of
Clara’s 1st Birthday
(12/1) and Karin’s
Birthday (12/3)

12/13

Advent 3C
Blue

Karen
Malotte

by Ed Carloni in
Memory of Chad
Nicrosini

Rosemary
Ostling

Meagan
Provenzano

12/20

Advent 4C
Blue

TBD

by Sue Meser
in Memory of
Jim Meser, Sr.

Rosemary
Ostling

Bella
Soice

12/24
4:30 p.m.

Christmas Eve
White

TBD

N/A

Rosemary
Ostling

Emily
Bryant

12/27

Christmas 1C
Lessons &
Carols
White

TBD

[Available]

Rosemary
Ostling

Abby
Provenzano

Notes from the Council
♦ Our Preschool Report indicates registration is growing—67 children are now
registered.
♦ A Preschool Christmas Program will take place on December 10th and 11th at
9:15 a.m. Volunteers to help with this are appreciated. Please see Sue Meser or Sue Premo.
♦ The next Preschool FUNdraiser will be December 16th at Presto Pasta.
♦ At our Annual Congregational meeting, the Preschool and Church Budgets were approved as
proposed. Dr. Buckner was elected as our male delegate to the Synod Assembly.
♦ The Adopt-an-Angel tree is in the Welcome Center. Thank you, Jamie, Emily, and Ashley Bryant
for organizing this ministry outreach. We will provide Christmas gifts for families in need.
♦ An Advent Midweek Service (Holden Evening Prayer) is planned for December 9th, at 7:00 p.m.
♦ An Alternative Christmas Fair ministry will take place November 29th and December 6th.
♦ Council appointed two Church members to serve a one-year term each on Council: Sue Meser
and Lynn Fallis.
♦ A Church Work Day is set for Saturday, December 19th, 8:00 a.m., so the church and preschool
will look nice for the holidays. Please come to help.
Suggestions for Outreach ministries are welcome. Please see Walt Chandler.
(Continued on next page)
4

Preschool Happenings
Thanks to all of you who helped with our Thanksgiving
Feasts—we
we really appreciated you being there! It was a huge
success. Merry Christmas to all of you at King of Glory
Lutheran Church. It’s hard to believe that Christmas is just
around the corner; where did the year go? We are so busy at
the preschool, where our top priority right now is for the
children to learn the songs they will be singing at their Christmas Program. Our Christmas Program is on December 10th and 11th at 9:15
a.m.
a.m If you want something to put you in the spirit for Christmas, watching
these little “angels” sing will definitely do that. Refreshments will be served
by the Preschool Board, and we all would love to see your smiling faces.
The teachers are busy getting the children ready for their
program, as well as making sure the children have all made
a wonderful gift for their parents. In the classrooms, the
teachers are all working with the children on how to be
kind, how to be caring, and how to share. Christmas is a
great time of the year for the children to understand and
to use these concepts. They begin to understand about
being kind to others, and they realize how they feel when
someone is kind to them. By giving their parents a gift that they made, they
begin to understand the importance of gift giving, like the Wise Men did to
Baby Jesus. They begin to feel happy because they made someone else happy
by giving them a gift.
Have a wonderful Christmas, and enjoy your loved ones.
Yours in Christ,
Lynda MacDonald, Preschool Director
Council Report (Continued from previous page):
Our next meeting date will be changed from the usual date. We will meet briefly after Worship
on Sunday, December 13, (approximately 10:45 a.m.). This short meeting will mainly be held for
election of Officers for the upcoming year's Council. We welcome comments, concerns, and
suggestions from everyone.
Lynn Fallis, Council President
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Adult Bible Study
The Adult Bible Study meets on Sundays, after Worship and Fellowship. Led by Karl
Hinderer, the group is beginning a study of the book of Amos.

Advent Midweek Worship—Holden Evening Prayer
Mark your calendars for Wednesday, December 9, at 7:00 p.m., for an Advent
midweek worship service, using Marty Haugen’s beautiful Holden Evening Prayer
setting. The choir will join Pastor Steve in leading us in the prayer, and the folks at
St. Patrick’s and Our Saviour’s have been invited to worship with us. Invite your
friends and neighbors.

Altar Flowers
At our Annual Congregational Meeting, we discussed the fact that having fresh
flowers every week is costing us about $1,000 a year because not enough people are
signing up for flower dedications. As of January 2016, we’ll begin using quality silk
flower arrangements, appropriate for each season (Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter)
and for the Time after Epiphany and Pentecost.
If individuals would like to purchase fresh flowers for a particular occasion, they
may still do so, although the price may be higher than the previous $25 cost. We
will need a minimum of a week’s notice, preferably at least two weeks, for these
special orders. Also, you may still make a memorial or honorary dedication for the
silk flowers by notifying the Church Office (at least one week ahead of time, more if
possible) and making a donation (in the amount of your choosing) to the church.
A 2016 calendar and sign-up forms will be posted on the bulletin board in the
stairwell.

Altar Guild
The 2016 Altar Guild sign-up sheet is on the downstairs bulletin board, and you can
sign up for a Sunday or two, or for a month. This is an important and necessary
ministry, preparing the sanctuary for worship. Training is provided.
Please consider signing up, even for part of a month.
Ministry, please see Sue Premo or talk to Pastor Steve.
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To join the Altar Guild

Baptismal Font Gift
Melody and David Faltin very generously donated a beautiful new baptismal bowl to
enhance our worship space and experience. This lovely bowl is dedicated in
memory of their daughter Lydia and in honor of their daughter Pastor Natalie, who is
living out her baptismal call by serving as a Lutheran pastor. The new bowl features
many of the colors of our liturgical seasons—green, purple, gold, red—and is an
inviting reminder to all who come into the sanctuary to bless themselves with water
and renew their own baptismal call.

Good News Bible Study
Join Pastor Steve for our monthly Saturday Bible Study from 9:00-10:00 a.m. on
December 12, in the Library/Music Room, for some bagels and juice (or bring your
own breakfast) and a chance to discuss “Mary: Mother of Jesus and First Punk
Rocker.” All are welcome!

LIFT (Ladies in Fellowship Together) Bible Study
In the first session of this year’s LIFT study, we heard God’s call to slow down and
observe the Sabbath, to work and play and rest in God. In last month’s session, we
heard the cry of the psalmist asking God to hurry up, to deliver us from suffering
and oppression. Now, in December, we are looking at the third session where we
will look to Jesus for a third way. Come and learn what the Bible tells us! When:
(second Monday of the Month) Monday, the 14th of December, at noon, at Anna
Borrego’s beautifully decorated Christmas house! This is a study for any woman of
the church or woman friends of the church. Please come—call Anna before at
(805) 498-1247.

Music Ministry
The choir is busy practicing Advent and Christmas music. There are many wonderful
anthems and songs for this time of year, and we always enjoy these seasons. We’re
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also getting ready to help lead “Holden Evening Prayer” for our Advent Midweek
Worship on December 9, at 7:00 p.m. We used this musical setting as part of our
“50 Days of Celebrating Fifty Years of Faith, Fellowship, and Future” and are looking
forward to singing and praying it again.
On Sunday, December 13, Ed Carloni will share his talents on trombone during
Communion time. Of course, our Christmas Eve worship would not be complete
without our KOG Brass & Winds joining our KOG Choir. Our younger voices—Emily
Bockelman, Emily Bryant, Abby and Meagan Provenzano—will be featured on the
well-loved anthem “One Small Babe.” Emily Bockelman will also sing a solo during
Communion. Last year, we loved having Laura and Bella Soice with us on flute and
harp and are delighted that they’ll join us again.
Choir rehearsals are Tuesdays, from 7:00-8:30 p.m., in the Music Room, and we
sing on Sunday mornings at our 9:30 Worship. The choir will not rehearse on the
Tuesday after Christmas, December 29, but will enjoy a well-deserved night off. If
you’ve been wanting to sing in a group (tenors especially welcome!) or you play an
instrument and would like to be part of our KOG Music Ministry, please talk to Carol
Browning, either at church or contact her by cell phone, 310/463-3233, or email,
outoftheway@earthlink.net.

Sound System
Erik Diaz, Technology coordinator for Council, has been obtaining new bids from
personal contacts and feels we can update our system for about $10,000. We
currently have about $7,200 in the fund. If you have fundraising ideas for this
project, talk to Erik or Carol Browning. Or make a donation, with a check to King of
Glory Lutheran Church and marked "Sound System” in the memo field. Does your
company do matching funds? All donations are appreciated!

Worship Notes
We’ve begun the season of Advent and Year C of the Lectionary cycle. Our Gospel
readings throughout this liturgical year come primarily from Luke, with an emphasis
on prayer, feasting, attention to the poor and oppressed, and more mention of
women by name than any of the other gospels.
Our color and décor have switched to Advent blue, symbolizing hope, expectation,
and anticipation, as we prepare to celebrate Christ’s Incarnation. Each week, we
light another candle on our Advent wreath, singing “Light one candle to watch for
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Messiah …” During this time of year when the days are shorter, the candles are a
light in the darkness, reminding us that Christ, the “Light of the World,” came into
our world and will come again to be light in our darkness. The word “Advent”
means “coming.” The circular shape of the Advent wreath, without beginning or
end, and the evergreen branches symbolize God’s complete and never-ending love
for us and the eternal life which becomes ours through faith in Jesus Christ. The
Third Sunday of Advent is called Gaudete (Rejoice) Sunday, when we celebrate that
our waiting for the birth of Jesus is almost over. Our candle on this day is a rose
color, to signify joy.
Our Christmas season begins on Christmas Eve, December 24, and we’ll have our
Family Christmas Eve Pageant and Communion at 4:30 p.m. Christmas is not just
one day but it’s a season—Christmastime—which goes through the feast of Epiphany,
which we’ll celebrate on January 3. On December 27, the 1st Sunday of
Christmas, for our regular 9:30 worship, we’ll celebrate Christmas Lessons &
Carols, with Communion, so that we get to sing and hear lots of our favorite
Christmas carols and songs. Our liturgical color for this season is white, symbolizing
holiness, purity, and celebration.

Worship Environment—Poinsettias for Christmas and Help Needed
Once again, we’ll be ordering 12 poinsettias to decorate our sanctuary for
Christmas. There is a sign-up sheet in the Welcome Center, if you’d like to
contribute $10 and dedicate one of the plants in honor or in memory of a loved one.
On Sunday, January 3, after worship, we’ll need to take down our “greens” and
change the sanctuary environment to the Time after Pentecost with green candles
and banners. We’d appreciate help, if you’re able to stay.

Serving Our Community
Adopt an Angel—Christmas 2015
Thank you so very much to everyone who has taken tags for presents for the families
in need. Please return your wrapped gifts by Sunday, December 13, and thank you
for making this giving ministry so special and successful!
Love,
Jamie, Emily and Ashley Bryant
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Come Help KOG Serve the Community Meal Each Third Saturday
King of Glory supports the Conejo Valley Shelter Program through feeding our hungry
neighbors on the 3rd Saturday of each month, across the street in the fellowship hall
of St. Julie Billiart Catholic Church.
On November 21, 2015, we served a wonderful and delicious meal to 42
appreciative guests. Many thanks to the generous folks who helped with cooking
and serving these meals!
Please remember to sign up in our Welcome Center to bring an item and/or to
serve for the next Feed the Hungry meal: December 19.

Birthday Lunch
The monthly Birthday Lunch will be Monday, December 7, at 11:15 a.m., at
Country Harvest. RSVP to Joann Krebs if you can attend.

Bunko
This group will be meeting on the second Friday, December 11, 6:00 p.m., at
Carole Johnson’s home. For more info, please call Carmen Barton at 805-376-2164.

King’s Readers Book Club
Our books for December 2015/January 2016 are To Kill a Mockingbird and Go Set a
Watchman, both by Harper Lee. Since we do not meet in December, we thought
this would be a good time to read both books so that we can discuss them at the
same meeting, in January. Here is a quote from Harper Lee, given when To Kill a
10

Mockingbird first came out. Since Go Set a Watchman was actually written first,
this quote seems to fit both books. “My book has a universal theme, it’s not a
‘racial’ novel. It portrays an aspect of civilization. I tried to show the conflict of
the human soul—reduced to its simplest terms. It’s a novel of man’s conscience …
universal in the sense it could happen to anybody, anywhere people live together.
Take out or substitute any of several factors and you would still have the same
question. What makes human beings act as they do?”
We will meet at Patty Lebow’s (3374 Montagne Way, Thousand Oaks) on January
20, at 7:00 p.m., to discuss both of Harper Lee’s books. Again, if you would like to
carpool, meet at the KOG lower parking lot around 6:40.
Please join us. Questions, see Janet Hinderer.

Women’s Christmas Party—Rescheduled
Due to an unforeseen scheduling conflict, the date and place for the Women’s
Christmas Party has been changed—Friday, December 18, 7:00 p.m., at Renate
Lee’s home. Bring finger foods and a small wrapped gift to share. Thanks to
Renate for offering to host and to Joann Krebs for her many years of hosting this
event!

Other Upcoming Events/Information
Preschool FUNdraiser

We’ll have our Preschool monthly restaurant FUNdraiser on Wednesday, December
16, at Presto Pasta (1025 Broadbeck Dr., Newbury Park; in the Islands shopping
center, 805-498-7737, www.prestopasta.com), from 10:30 a.m.-9:00 p.m. Flyers
are available in the Welcome Center. Grab a flyer and enjoy delicious pasta, salads,
and more—eat in or take out!

Support our Advertisers
Please look at the back inside cover page of the newsletter and see who the
advertisers are that help sponsor this publication. Keep them in mind for your
needs—restaurants, work around the house, auto body work, dentistry, carpet
cleaning, pest control, commercial printing!
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Sunday, December 6, 2nd Sunday of Advent
After Worship—Alternative Christmas Market
Wednesday, December 9, 7:00 p.m.—Advent Midweek Worship
Holden Evening Prayer
Thursday, December 10, and Friday, December 11, 9:15 a.m.
Preschool Christmas Programs
Saturday, December 12, 9:00 a.m.—Good News Bible Study
“Mary: Mother of Jesus and First Punk Rocker”
Wednesday, December 16 (all day)—Preschool FUNdraiser at Presto Pasta
Take a flyer!
Friday, December 18, 7:00 p.m.—Women’s Christmas Party at the Lees’
Saturday, December 19, 8:00 a.m.—Church Work Day
Sunday, December 20, after worship—Rehearsal for Christmas Pageant
Preschool Closed for Christmas Break
Monday, December 21, through Friday, January 1
Thursday, December 24, 4:30 p.m.—Family Christmas Eve
Worship and Children’s Pageant
Special music by KOG Choir and Brass & Winds
Friday, December 25—Christmas Day—Church Office Closed
Friday, January 1—New Year’s Day—Church Office Closed
KOG e-mails:
E-Mail
pastor@kog.cc
kog@kog.cc
kingskids@kog.cc
prayers@kog.cc
goodnews@kog.cc
webmastr@kog.cc
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Contact Person
Pastor - Pastor Steve Simpson
Church Office - Carol Browning
Preschool Office - Director Lynda MacDonald
Prayer Chain - Walt Chandler
Weekly e-mail - Carol Browning
Website - Dick Schwartz

“Like” us on KOG Church’s Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/KOGLutheranChurch
and KOG Preschool’s Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/pages/King-of-Glory-Preschool/653323394789066

Advent Blessings!
Merry Christmas!
Happy New Year!
Support our Preschool FUNdraiser at Presto Pasta
Wednesday, December 16, all day (10:30 a.m.9:00 p.m.), at Presto Pasta (1025 Broadbeck Dr.,
Newbury Park; in the Islands shopping center,
805-498-7737, www.prestopasta.com).
Presto Pasta will donate 20% of our sales
to the Preschool—dine in or take out!

King of Glory Preschool
will be closed for Christmas break from
December 21 through January 1.

The Church Office will be closed on
Friday, December 25,
for the Christmas holiday
and Friday, January 1,
for the New Year’s holiday.
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Country
Harvest
Restaurant

Carpentry, Painting,
Electrical, Plumbing

Craving an easier

way to order?

AL COLLINS
HANDYMAN

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner

(818) 517-0236
P.O Box 7150
Van Nuys, CA 91409

Dine in or Take out
Senior Discount

Serving Ventura &
L.A. Counties
since 1995

Order on our website
www.amecinewburypark.com

3345 W. Kimber Dr.
805-375-4598

VIRGIL'S
AUTO BODY &
PAINT

Foreign and Domestic
Insurance Approved Shop

FREE ESTIMATES
Joe Pellegrino

805-499-4243

3479 Old Conejo Road
Newbury Park

Minerva's
Professional Carpet Cleaning

"Enjoy Lighter, Brighter Carpets"
• Prompt Professional Service
• Certified & Insured
• Pet Odor & Stain Removal
• Tile & Grout Cleaning

THE
MEDICINE SHOPPE
Grace Wang
Pharmacist

Powerful Truck Mounted Unit

805-375-6650

(805) 527-0311

Fax 805-375-6654

2241 Michael Dr.

Dan Minerva

The

Dave Walter Team

Keller Williams WLV Realty

(805)

Sobrino's
Termite &
Pest Control

494-DAVE

(3283)

CalBre#936806

Homes • Apartments
Commercial • Industrial
Bed Bugs
African Honey Bees Certified
Landscape & Turf Treatments

Ray Sobrino Jr.

President • Lic. #OPR 11245
QAL #131563

LSF POOL
SERVICE & REPAIR

sobrinotermite@verizon.net
www.sobrinostermite.com

1st Month Service (FREE)
Fully Insured
805-368-9442

KING OF GLORY/ 063

(805) 498-3026

3529 Old Conejo Rd. Ste 102

www.cmpublications.com

For advertising information, please call (951) 776-0601

King of Glory
Lutheran Church and Preschool
2500 Borchard Road
Newbury Park, California 91320

Identification Statement:

The King’s Courier, Volume 7, No. 12, Dated December
2015, is published monthly by King of Glory Lutheran Church and Preschool, 2500 Borchard
Road, Newbury Park, CA, 91320.

Sunday Schedule:
9:00 a.m.

All ages Childcare (until 12 noon)

9:30 a.m.

Holy Communion Worship

9:45 a.m.

Sunday School (ages 4+)

10:30 a.m.

Coffee and Fellowship

10:45 a.m.

Adult Bible Study

Newsletter Deadline:

18th of the month

