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Message from Our Pastor
It is hard to believe, but I have now been at King of Glory for more than half a year. It
feels as though the time has been flying by. I have been truly enjoying my time here, and I feel
blessed to be here with all of you. I am looking forward to more wonderful fellowship and
ministries in the future.
As we move into January, we will be recognizing Epiphany in the church calendar. This
is a time for us to celebrate the revelation of Christ and the ways that Jesus makes himself
known in the world. As a matter of fact, the word Epiphany means manifestation or appearance
in ancient Greek. It truly is amazing that God appeared in our world as a human being!
One of the first lessons we will be hearing in church during this season is Matthew 2:112. This is the story of the wise men who travel to visit the child Jesus. It is interesting to note
that these men are not from the area around Jerusalem, but rather they come from somewhere in
the east. The wise men were foreigners and most likely not Jewish. Perhaps they were from
some nation far, far away. This image of the foreign wise men sets the stage for
Epiphany. God’s word does not only touch one nation, but rather the grace of Jesus reaches to
all peoples. Jesus shows us a God who loves the entire world.
I would like to change the subject a bit and write candidly about the tragedy that
happened several weeks ago. As I am writing this, the events at Sandy Hook Elementary
School are weighing heavily on our hearts. During times like this, we are surrounded by all
sorts of questions. How could this happen? Why did this happen? Perhaps we will never know
the answers. But know that God did not want such a tragedy to take place. God is with us in
our grieving; God weeps as we are weeping. The world will continue to mourn, and God will
stand lovingly by our side.
I wish you all the best in the new year. May the months ahead be full of joys and
blessings. May the peace and love of God be kindled within our hearts.
Peace,
Pastor Steve Simpson
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Worship
Worship
Season/Color

Readers

2/3

4th Epiphany
green

Karle
Hinderer

2/10

Transfiguration
of our Lord
white

Jim Weber

2/17

1st Lent
volte

Renate Lee

2/24

2nd Lent
volte

Dick
Schwartz

Flowers

Altar Guild

Acolyte

Rosemary
Osrling
Nancy & Tom Dawes
for Kathy
Provenzano’s
Birthday

Rosemary
Osrling
Rosemary
Osrling

Pat Meredith in
Loving memory of
Hope Suppan & for
Hailey Suppan’s 6th
Birthday

Rosemary
Osrling

FROM THE COUNCIL
Greetings from your new Council Pres. I'm excited to get started on a new year of blessings for KOG and to share the
Council responsibilities with a dedicated and very capable group of fellow KOG members. I have served on Council the past
two years and feel blessed for that time. Thank you to all who were on these Councils for your service and hard work. Huge
thanks to Walt for leading us and welcome aboard to Joann Krebs and Karle Koerbling.
Since this message is written for the Feb Newsletter, we will be getting ready for the Season of Lent which begins on Ash
Wed Feb 13th. I sincerely hope all will be able to attend the Wed Soup Suppers and especially the Wed evening devotional
time. I have found this a special way to focus and experience a devotional discipline on the journey to Easter.
Here are highlights from the Council meeting on January 17th:
Seminarian Support - Our Seminarian, Natalie Faltin, will receive $500 from the Siegle Trust Fund to assist with her
studies. In addition, we voted to designate Sundays Feb 10th and 17th as Seminarian Sundays.
Lent begins on Ash Wed Feb 13th. Service at 7pm. Soup Suppers at 6pm and Lenten focus time at 7pm will begin the
following Wed and continue on Wednesdays to Holy Week. Pastor will prepare a flyer for distribution to the Pre
School Parents with this and more Lent information
Approved direction of Benevolence giving
Added fundraiser for Women's Retreat to calendar - Bagel sale set for Feb 24th
Crop Walk will be March 3rd - Walt Chandler will have sign ups available in Feb
Your Council is open and eager to hear comments, suggestions or questions from everyone.
Lynn Falli
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Preschool News January 2013

Happy New Year! We hope everyone had a Blessed
Christmas.
Welcome, Wonderful Winter! Our general themes for the month of January will be the New
Year, Winter Weather, Winter Animals, as well as Health and Safety. Our Christian Theme is
God Cares for Us – God Created Harmony and Beauty.

Thanks to all of you who participated in our Community Christmas Shoppe Toy Drive. Our
faithfulness in giving helped our preschool children learn to give to others who are less
fortunate. Thank you also to all who helped with our preschool Christmas Chapels. The
cookies and apple cider were yummy. The Christmas chapel is always a great opportunity for
church members and preschool families to meet and mingle.

Please join us on Wednesday, January 16, for King of Glory Family Fundraiser Night at
Toppers Pizza, 1416 N. Moorpark Rd., Thousand Oaks, 5:00pm-9:00pm. Mark your calendar
and save the date. Watch for the flyer in January.

We want to remind everyone that the 2013/2014 Registration is quickly approaching. Church
Member priority registration for the 2013/2014 preschool year is February 1st – February 14th.
If you are interested in registering your child or grandchild in the Preschool, please call the
office at (805) 498-0567 before Priority registration, so that we can place a Registration
Packet in your church mail box. To receive your King of Glory Church member discount,
10% on tuition, please note that you are a church member on the preschool Registration
Agreement when you turn it in to the preschool. The registration fee of $110 is due at the time
of registration.

The Preschool will be closed for the Martin Luther King Holiday Jan. 21st.
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Ministries
Lift—Women's Noon Bible Study—Lift
Over the last couple of months, we have discussed how we are GATHERED BY GOD.
This theme continues in our January Bible Study. Yet this is a bit different. Look at
Mark 6:30-31 and see how Jesus looks at his disciples and discerns that they are in
great need of rest and renewal with him. I am sure we women have often felt the
same – needing to “get away” for a short breather, so that we will be better
equipped to do our many, many tasks. Though our LIFT Bible Study is just a few
hours long, I know we all feel uplifted by our common “breather.” So, this is a
special call to all women of King of Glory and their friends to join us for our
January LIFT Study on the 14th (noon) at Anna Borrego’s (805-498-1247). Please
let her know you are coming – so she can have all the chairs around the table
waiting for you.

MOPS
MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) will meet on the second Wednesday of the month,
February 13th, at 9:15 a.m., at King of Glory Church. Childcare will be provided.
Please join us; all are welcome. Bring a light breakfast item to share. For more
information, please contact: Christi Marriner, 805-341-6373.

Seminarian Update
We were blessed to have our Seminarian Natalie Faltin home for the Christmas
break and assisting with worship. She’s keeping very busy with classes and her
ministries at her teaching parish, St. Paul's in Vallejo. Follow Natalie’s progress by
going to her blog: http://bachatschool.blogspot.com/, and please continue to
support her in prayer.
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MUSIC MINISTRY NEWS
Our faithful King of Glory Choir had some extra long rehearsals during Advent this
year, getting ready for our ecumenical service of Advent Evening Prayer, on
December 12th, with the folks from St. Julie Billiart Catholic Church, across the
street, and St. Patrick's Episcopal Church, in Thousand Oaks. We love combining into
a big choir with our fellow music ministers, and the newly renovated sanctuary at St.
Julie's is beautiful. Despite the rain that night, Pastor Steve, Fr. Paul, and Fr. David
led us in a lovely service, with fellowship in St. Julie's Parish Hall afterwards.
For our Christmas Eve service, we especially enjoyed hearing Meagan and Abby
Provenzano featured on one of our anthems. Our regular trumpeters, Doug Hardie
and Jeff Cohen, weren't available, but our other KOG Brass and Winds - Gary Block,
Ed Carloni, Brandon, Dick, and Jason Lee - were joined by Evan Varns, who has been
with us a couple of times this year, and they all added to the festive nature of our
celebration. We're grateful to have had Seminarian Natalie Faltin home with us for a
few weeks.
For worship on January 6, 2013, the Feast of the Epiphany, we'll have some other
guest musicians. Carolyn Linhart, who was music director and organist at King of
Glory some years ago and really helped shape the choir, will be bringing her group,
the Friday String Quartet, to accompany us on our hymns and play special music.
We're looking forward to that musical treat!
January 6th is also the date of our annual Music Ministry Epiphany Party, where the
Lees very graciously host us for a potluck dinner and carol sing. We always enjoy this
gathering, a time to relax and have some fun after the extra work of the holidays.
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WORSHIP NEWS
In February, we transition from Epiphany (the first two Sundays) into the season of Lent. We close
out Epiphany with the Feast of the Transfiguration, when Luke tells us about Peter's encounter, in
the company of fellow disciples John and James, with Jesus on the mountain top. Miraculously,
Jesus is joined by Moses and Elijah, appearing in glory and discussing Jesus' "departure," his death
on the cross.

We start our journey with Jesus to Jerusalem in Lent, which begins on Ash Wednesday, February
13th this year. We'll have a 7:00 p.m. worship service, including the distribution of ashes. Using
ashes as a sign of repentance is an ancient practice, often mentioned in the Bible (Jonah 3:5-9;
Job 42:6; Jeremiah 6:26; Matthew 11:21). Early Christians adopted the use of ashes from Jewish
practice as an external mark of penitence. Ashes symbolize several aspects of our human
existence:

• Reminding us of God's condemnation of sin, as God said to Adam, "Dust you are and to dust you
shall return" (Genesis 3:19), words which are echoed when we receive the ashes on our foreheads.
• Suggesting cleansing and renewal. They were used anciently in the absence of soap. On Ash
Wednesday, ashes are a penitential substitute for water as a reminder of our baptism.
• Reminding us of the shortness of human life, for it is said as we are buried: "earth to earth,
ashes to ashes, dust to dust."
As a symbol of our need to repent, confess our sins, and return to God.

The other Wednesdays of Lent (February 20th and 27th, March 6th, 13th, and 20th), we'll enjoy a
Soup Supper at 6:00 p.m., followed by a short Lenten Midweek Worship (with childcare available),
using a series called "Facing the Cross." Each Wednesday, we'll sing songs, hear scriptures and
reflections, and pray about facing specific topics — Temptation, Our Fears, Worldliness, One
Another, and Suffering.
The word Lent comes from an Anglo-Saxon word meaning "spring." As early as the mid-fourth
century, Christians have observed a time of preparation before the Easter celebration, and this
preparation season begins on Ash Wednesday and lasts for 40 days. The forty days of Lent recall
the 40-day fast of Jesus in the wilderness after his baptism (Matthew 4:2, Luke 4:1-2) and Moses'
40-day fast on Mount Sinai (Exodus 34:28).
Our principal themes for the Lenten season are penitence; baptismal renewal; preparation for
baptism at the Easter Vigil; prayer, fasting, & works of love/service; and confession of sin rooted
in the promise of God that comes through the cross of Christ. Our liturgical color is purple,
suggesting somberness and solemnity.
8

Fellowship
Birthday Lunch
We will be meeting the 1st Monday in January. We will have fun and good food. If
you enjoy good conversation and an opportunity to wish Happy Birthday to the
honorees of the month, mark your calendars for January. We will meet at 11:15
a.m., on Monday, February 4th, at Country Harvest to celebrate the birthday of
Jeanne Bailey. Let Joann Krebs know if you are going to be there.

Bunko
This group will be meeting the 2nd Friday of February 8th, at the home of Nancy
Dawes, 281 Eagle Ridge St., Newbury Park. Any questions, please call Carmen Barton
at 805-376-2164 or Pat Meredith, Church office, 805-498-4812, or cell, 805-9901964.

King’s Readers Book Club
Thursday, February 21, we will be meeting at Rosemary Ostling’s to discuss DEATH COMES TO
PEMBERLEY by P.D. James (characters of Pride and Prejudice are drawn into a tale of murder
and mystery). We meet a 7PM.
On Thursday, March 21, we will meet at Patty Lebow’s to discuss CONCERTOS IN D MAJOR
by Kathy Alba. You can see more about the book at www.KathyAlba.com.

Preschool Fundraisers
Mark your calendars for these Preschool Fundraising dates:
February 6th
March 13th

The Alamo
Chili’s

To let you know how much your support Helps!!!
IHop

$143.19

Daphne’s

$126.99

Islands

$294.14

The Habit

$149.54

Total

$713.86
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Awesome!!!

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY
.

Come Help KOG Serve the
Community Meal Each Third Saturday
King of Glory supports the Conejo Valley Shelter Program through feeding our
less fortunate neighbors on the 3rd Saturday of each month, across the street in the
fellowship hall of St. Julie Billiart Catholic Church.
On January 19, 2013. We served meat balls & brown gravy, mashed potatoes,
green salad, vegetable dish, fruit salad, 1 gallon of 2% milk, 3 gallons of juice, rolls
or bread, & dessert. Many thanks to Ardath and Dick Schwartz, Pam and Walt
Chandler, Bill & Joann Krebs, Jennifer Caezza, Rosemary Ostling, Carol Browning,
Joel & Kerri Arnold, Linda Lian, Jeanne Bailey, Alta Owens, Nanci Frederick, Renate
Lee, Ron and Carol Fogel, and the many other hands that help cooking and serving
these meals.
Please remember to sign up in the church Welcome Center to bring an item for the
next meal: February 16th.

'heads up'
future.

grounds work day will be scheduled in the near

We have new e-mail addresses to share; please update your address books:
E-Mail

Contact Person

pastor@kog.cc

Pastor - Pastor Steve Simpson

kog@kog.cc

Church Office - Pat Meredith

kingskids@kog.cc

Preschool - Pam Gushue

prayers@kog.cc

Prayer Chain - Walt Chandler

goodnews@kog.cc

Weekly e-mail - Sue Meser

mops@kog.cc

MOPS Group - Christie Marriner

webmaster@kog.cc

Website - Dick Schwartz

help@kog.cc

Infrastructure - Gary Block
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THRIVENT
All last year you heard mention of Thrivent. First, by the dollars we received from
members of our congregation who own Thrivent “products” and have designated
their portion of Thrivent’s profit to King of Glory (Care in Congregation) and also
the Matching Funds we and the Preschool received for our fundraising efforts.
Just before Christmas, we received $800 for MOPS as matching funds for the
Cookie Dough fundraising efforts!
During our Annual Meeting, questions were asked about Thrivent which some of us
tried to answer. To help us better understand the various programs available to
King of Glory, we contacted Thrivent (Larry Winter’s Office – for those of you who
remember our former King of Glory members Larry and Jane Winter). We are
currently working with his office to have someone come to King of Glory and help
us learn more about Thrivent – no specific date is set, but it will be around the
end of January, early February.

Egg Cartons
We were all astonished to hear Jennifer Caezza ask us to save our egg cartons!
Yes, the Caezzas have chickens and expect to be able to have eggs sometime
(soon?) in the future. Please bring them to church and leave them for Jennifer.
Thank you in advance.

Sound System
We’re in the process of getting quotes to update our sound system and have
started a fund to pay for the update. Your purchase of Carol Browning’s CDs and
from a generous donor. If you’d like to contribute to the sound system, you can
still purchase a CD, make an individual donation designated for the sound system,
or approach Council with a fundraising idea of your own.
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twas' 11 days before Christmas, around 9:38
when 20 beautiful children stormed through heaven's gate.
their smiles were contagious, their laughter filled the air.
they could hardly believe all the beauty they saw there.
they were filled with such joy, they didn't know what to say.
they remembered nothing of what had happened earlier that day.
"where are we?" asked a little girl, as quiet as a mouse.
"this is heaven." declared a small boy. "we're spending Christmas at God's house."
when what to their wondering eyes did appear,
but Jesus, their savior, the children gathered near.
He looked at them and smiled, and they smiled just the same.
then He opened His arms and He called them by name.
and in that moment was joy, that only heaven can bring
those children all flew into the arms of their King
and as they lingered in the warmth of His embrace,
one small girl turned and looked at Jesus' face.
and as if He could read all the questions she had
He gently whispered to her, "I'll take care of mom and dad."
then He looked down on earth, the world far below
He saw all of the hurt, the sorrow, and woe
then He closed His eyes and He outstretched His hand,
"Let My power and presence re-enter this land!"
"may this country be delivered from the hands of fools"
"I'm taking back my nation. I'm taking back my schools!"
then He and the children stood up without a sound.
"come now my children, let me show you around."
excitement filled the space, some skipped and some ran.
all displaying enthusiasm that only a small child can.
and i heard Him proclaim as He walked out of sight,
"in the midst of this darkness, I AM STILL THE LIGHT."
Written by Cameo Smith, Mt. Wolf, PA
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From The Office

I would like to take this time to thank you all so much for your gift, I was moving
and with all the needs for cash, what with movers, deposits, 1st months rent and
Christmas it gets a little hard. But you made it a so much easer for me, there are
not enough words to say thank you and that seams like just not enough for all your
kindness.
From the first day I started working here back in 2005 I have been given nothing
but kindness and good friends. People I will love forever. I hope you all have a
Happy New Year.
Always,
Pat Meredith

Here is information from the January Council meeting:
Council Retreat is February 9 from 9:00 - 12:00.
CROP Walk is March 3.
Council starts at 7:15 rather than 7:00. (Lynn can't get there earlier.)
Seminarian Sunday is February 10.
Services for Ash Wednesday and Wednesdays from February 20 through March 20 will start
at 7:00.
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King of Glory
Lutheran Church and Preschool
2500 Borchard Road
Newbury Park, California 91320

Identification Statement:

The King’s Courier, Volume 2, No.2, Dated February
2013, is published monthly by King of Glory Lutheran Church and Preschool, 2500
Borchard Road, Newbury Park, CA, 91320.

Sunday Schedule:
9:00am

All ages Childcare (until 12 noon)

9:30am

Holy Communion Worship

9:45am

Sunday School (ages 4+)

10:30am

Coffee and Fellowship

10:45am

Adult Bible Study

Newsletter Deadline:

18th of the month
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