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Worship Schedule
Sunday Worship 9:30am
Sunday School at 9:45am
Adult Bible Study 10:45am
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King Glory 2012
Council

Mission Statement of

Pastor: Steve Simpson

King of Glory Lutheran Church:

805-498-4812

Uniting People,

Walt Chandler
President

Uniting Purposes,

Sue Premo

Uniting Paths in Christ

Vice President
Carole Johnson
Secretary

OFFICE INFORMATION

Gary Block

Hours

Lynn Fallis

Wednesday—Thursday—-Friday
10:am – 3:30 pm

Karen Malotte

Phone:

805-498-4812

Website:

www.kog.cc

Fax:

805-498-7912

Email:

kog@kog.cc

Pat Meredith
Office Manager
Pam Gushue
Preschool Director

Church Council December 20th 7:00pm

805-498-0567

Preschool Board

no meeting this month

Tom Dawes

Choir Rehearsal

Each Tuesday @ 7:00pm

Treasurer
Renate Lee
Financial Secretary
Carol Browning
Music Director

Hospitality Committee
3rd Sunday after Worship

Worship Committee
4th Sunday after Worship
2Grace Notes
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Message from Our Pastor
With the first Sunday of December, we step into Advent in the church calendar. This is a
time of preparation so that we can set our hearts in the right place for Christmas. We turn our
minds to the amazing fact that God came into the world through Jesus. All of this builds up, of
course, to the wonderful message that we hear on Christmas: Christ the savior is born. God
loves us so dearly that God touched us as a fellow human being here on earth. Let us approach
the month of December with a sense of joyful anticipation, and let us enthusiastically celebrate
the birth of our savior!
There are a number of exciting events and missions happening at the church over the next
month. On November 25 and December 2nd, the church will be having our alternative
Christmas with crafts and gifts from Lutheran World Relief as well as SERRV. The Tot Drop
and Shop will be on December 1 from 9 AM to 1 PM. This is a ministry in which parents can
drop off their preschool children at the church so that they can get shopping done for the
holidays. You can also mark December 16th on your calendars as the date for our church
Christmas party.
I would like to extend a word of thanks to everyone who has been coming to the preschool
fundraising dinners. I feel like this has been a fun way for us to support the ministry of
children’s education here at King of Glory. We are blessed by the presence of our
preschool. Thank you also to Melody Faltin and Jennifer Caezza for organizing the Adopt an
Angel program for this year. As most of you know, this is a program in which the church
purchases gifts for families who might not get them otherwise. This is truly a beautiful way for
us to share the joy and generosity of God.
I have recently found myself thinking about a Biblical passage that we will be hearing in
church near the end of this month. In Luke 1:46-55, we hear Mary, the mother of Jesus, sing a
song that is called the Magnificat. As Mary looks forward to the birth of Jesus, she sings about
the mercy and transformative power of God. I would encourage you all to look up this piece of
scripture and to hold in your hearts over the following weeks. With the birth of Jesus, the entire
world is changed. We are assured without a doubt that we are loved by our caring God. What a
great message for the Advent and Christmas season.
I wish you all a Merry Christmas!
Peace,
Pastor Steve
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Worship
Worship
Season/Color

Readers

Flowers

Altar Guild

Acolyte

12/2

1st Advent/
Blue

The
Chandlers

Karl & Janet
Hinderer for Karin’s
Birthday

Renate
Sutton

Barlow Chavez

12/9

2nd Advent/
Blue

Linda Lian

Renate
Sutton

Emily Bryant

12/16

3rd Advent/
Blue

Jim Weber

Renate
Sutton

Abby Provenzano

12/23

4th Advent/
Blue

Karl Hinderer

Renate
Sutton

Barlow Chavez

12/24

Christmas Eve/
white

Renate
Sutton

Abby Provenzano

12/30

1st Sunday of
Christmas/
White

Renate
Sutton

Barlow Chavez

Renate Lee

Ed & Debby Carloni
remembering Chad
Nicrosini

If I could add a season to the church calendar, it would be Thanksgiving, culminating with a gathering of family
and friends and a feast. Giving thanks brings out the best in us, we focus on God’s gifts for us, both material
and relationships. We thank God for those close to us and, in that, we realize their value to our lives.
Thanking God for food makes us want to share that gift with those that are underfed. Thanking God for grace
helps us realize our dependence on the power of forgiveness through Jesus.
Paul’s thanksgiving and prayer in Ephesians reminds us that as a church we are a blessing to the world. By
showing our new wisdom, love, and gratitude – being positive for God, we are gifts to those we share God’s
blessing. So I give thanks for each of you, for your teaching, for your reaching out to those that need simple
food or spiritual uplifting.
Ephesians 1: 15 For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for
all God’s people, 16 I have not stopped giving thanks for you remembering you in my prayers.17 I keep
asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom
and revelation, so that you may know him better.
Well, it is great that KOG can a blessing and part of God’s plan. How do we discern what actions we need to
take to move ahead in ministry? In what way do we deploy our limited resources to take our place in the
heavenly design? Pray for KOG, and open your hearts to hear God’s guidance. Think about the answer that
Jesus gave the rich young man when asked, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” Set aside preconceived
ideas and consider that the answers Jesus gave were often surprising. We are a small church, but Jesus says to
us, “All things are possible with God.” Let’s continue to try to figure out what God will make possible for us
and be thankful.
Walt Chandler, KOG Council President
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December 2012 Preschool News
We hope everyone had a wonderful and restful Thanksgiving Holiday. It’s hard to
believe that the Christmas Season has begun.
Our Thanksgiving Feasts were fantastic. It was such a joy to share this time of
thanksgiving with all our friends and family. Thank you to all our wonderful church and parent volunteers for all
their help and the delicious food we shared at our feast.
In addition, we want to thank all who participated in the Annual Cookie Dough Fundraiser. We are pleased that
the fundraiser helped both the Preschool and the MOPS programs again this year.
We hope everyone enjoyed the KOG Islands Night in November. Our next KOG Family Fundraiser Night will be
at The Habit on Wednesday, December 5th, from 4:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Your participation in our fundraisers is
truly appreciated.
Thank you to everyone who contributed to the Christmas Shoppe Toy Drive. Your generosity to this toy drive is
a blessing to many families in our local community.
Our Annual Preschool Christmas Program will be on December 13th and 14th at 9:15 a.m. in the Church
Sanctuary. As always, our King of Glory church family is invited to help us rejoice and celebrate the Christmas
Season.
Current Preschool Families and Church Member priority registration for the 2013-2014 preschool year will be
February 1st – February 14th. To receive your King of Glory Church member 10% discount on tuition, please
make a notation on your registration form that you are member of KOG church. The $110 registration fee is due at
the time of registration. Please call the preschool office @ 805-498-0567 to inquire on availability and arrange
for a tour.
Preschool will be closed December 24th – January 4th. School will resume on Monday, January 7th.

We wish you all a Blessed Christmas and a
Happy New Year
The King of Glory Preschool Staff
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Ministries
Lift—Women's Noon Bible Study—Lift
Our studies show us how we are GATHERED BY GOD. In December, we are gathered
with the early church in Jerusalem. We join the apostles Peter and John and
consider what the Holy Spirit is doing through and with them. Each study is
independent – though it follows a general theme. Every woman is welcome. On
December 10th, we are meeting at Renate Lee’s home – all decorated to
celebrate Christmas. Bring your sack lunch!

MOPS
MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) will meet on the second Wednesday of the month,
December 12th, at 9:15 a.m., at King of Glory Church. Childcare will be provided.
Please join us; all are welcome. Bring a light breakfast item to share. For more
information, please contact: Christi Marriner, 805-341-6373.

Seminarian Update
We were blessed to have our Seminarian Natalie Faltin home for the Thanksgiving
weekend and assisting with worship. She’s keeping very busy with classes and her
ministries at her teaching parish, St. Paul's in Vallejo. Follow Natalie’s progress by
going to her blog: http://bachatschool.blogspot.com/, and please continue to
support her in prayer.

Poinsettias for Christmas
We'll be ordering a dozen poinsettia plants to decorate our sanctuary for Christmas.
If you'd like to help with the cost by honoring or remembering a loved one, please
sign the list in the Welcome Center and put your check for $10, payable to King of
Glory (or cash ) with "Christmas Poinsettia" in the memo field, in the offering or give
it to the church office. The names of those honored or remembered will be listed in
our Christmas bulletin.

Music Ministry - Annual Epiphany Party
Sunday, January 6, 2013
Our Music Ministry loves to share fellowship during the year, outside of our Tuesday
night choir rehearsals and Sunday morning worship. Renate and Dick Lee annually
open their home to us for an "Epiphany Party," when we can share a potluck meal
and sing some Christmas carols. This year, the date for our party will actually fall
on the feast of Epiphany - Sunday, January 6th, beginning around 4:30-5:00 p.m.
This is a well-deserved time of relaxation and fun after the busyness of Advent and
Christmas Eve!
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The Compassionate Friends Worldwide Candle Lighting
Sunday, December 9th, 7:00 p.m.
The Compassionate Friends is an organization for those who have lost a child,
providing hope and support in the grieving process. The Compassionate Friends
started a Worldwide Candle Lighting in 1997, and this event has grown each year,
uniting family and friends around the globe in lighting candles for one hour to honor
and remember children who have died at any age from any cause. The Ventura
County Compassionate Friends memorial candle-lighting service will be held at Padre
Serra Parish (5205 Upland Road, Camarillo, CA 93012), on Sunday, December 9th,
and our KOG Music Director, Carol Browning, will be providing music for the service.
The names of deceased children are read aloud, but must be submitted ahead of
time. Contact Janice Anderson at 805-579-7065, gjanderson@sbcglobal.net or Lynne
Garetty, 805-443-1905, lgaretty@yahoo.com. You may bring a framed picture (no
larger than 8"x10") or precious memento to place around the altar in the church.
There is fellowship after the ceremony if you wish to bring a dessert to share.
Check-in begins at 6:30 p.m., with the service starting promptly at 7:00 p.m.

Advent Evening Prayer
December 12th, 7:00 p.m.
In recent years, we have gathered with our friends and brothers & sisters in Christ

from St. Julie Billiart Catholic Church and St. Patrick's Episcopal Church, to celebrate
a Thanksgiving ecumenical service. This year, because of some scheduling issues and
a major renovation project in St. Julie's sanctuary, we'll join together for an Advent
ecumenical service instead.
Mark your calendars for Wednesday, December 12th, at 7:00 p.m., to celebrate
Advent Evening Prayer, at St. Julie's (right across the street) with our three
congregations and combined choirs. After worship, we'll share fellowship and food in
St. Julie's Parish Hall, so bring a dessert to share. This will be a lovely addition to
our Advent preparation for the celebration of Christmas and the Incarnation of the
Word!

Blue Christmas Service at Ascension Lutheran Church,
Sunday, December 16, 4:00 P.M.
Christmas time can be difficult for a variety of reasons. Ascension Lutheran's Blue
Christmas service is designed for people who struggle at Christmas time. If you have
suffered a loss in the past year, are continuing to grieve any loss, or if you are feeling
down for whatever reason, this worship service is a time to move from feeling “blue”
to experiencing the wonder and hope of Christmas. It will be held at 4:00 p.m. on
Sunday, December 16, at Ascension Lutheran (1600 East Hillcrest Drive, Thousand
Oaks, CA 91362) and is followed by a fellowship time with light refreshments.
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Worship News— Advent — A New Liturgical Year
With the First Sunday of Advent, on December 2nd, we begin the celebration of a
new liturgical year, Year C in our Lectionary cycle. Our Gospel readings are
primarily from Luke (believed to be the author of both the Gospel of Luke and the
Book of Acts). Mark, whom we've been hearing from during this past year, is
generally very brief. Luke's passages are full of people, including women, meals,
prayer, and prophetic messages, a rich tapestry from a great storyteller.
For Advent, our First Readings come from various prophets - Jeremiah, Malachi,
Zephaniah, and Micah - bringing us the message that God will save us. The Second
Readings, mainly from Paul, encourage us to grow in love and faith, an appropriate
message as we prepare to welcome God's gift of Love in the Word Made Flesh.
Our cast of characters for the Sunday Gospels include Jesus, with his advice to be
alert and pay attention to God’s signs (1st Sunday), John the Baptist, the messenger
preparing the way for Jesus (2nd and 3rd Sundays), and Mary, Jesus' mother, visiting
her cousin Elizabeth who was pregnant with John the Baptist, and the infant in
Elizabeth’s womb recognizes Mary as “the mother of my Lord,” and Mary responds
with her familiar Magnificat - "My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord."
Advent (from the Latin word adventus, meaning "coming") brings in both the Second
Coming, the end times that we hear about at the end of the liturgical year, and the
First Coming - Christ's Incarnation. The color for our worship space is blue,
suggesting hope, with blue banners and parament. We light candles on our Advent
wreath, one additional taper each week as we progress toward Christmas. The
wreath has 3 blue and 1 rose candle, the rose color for the 3rd Sunday, traditionally
called Gaudete Sunday, meaning "rejoice."

We’ll celebrate Christmas Eve, Monday, December 24th, with a 5:00 p.m. familyfriendly pageant and lots of singing of familiar carols. We’ll also enjoy our
wonderful KOG Brass & Winds for a festive worship! We have two Sundays within the
Christmas season—December 30th, the 1st Sunday of Christmas, and January 6th,
Epiphany, when we hear the wonderful story of the visit of the Magi, the three Wise
Men. Our liturgical color for the Christmas season is white, symbolizing joy and
light.
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Fellowship
Birthday Lunch
We will be meeting the 1st Monday in December. We will have fun and good food. If
you enjoy good conversation and an opportunity to wish Happy Birthday to the
honorees of the month, mark your calendars for November. We will meet at 11:15
a.m., on Monday, December 3rd, at Country Harvest to celebrate the birthdays of
Karen Hinderer. Let Joann Krebs know if you are going to be there.

Bunko
This group will be meeting the 2nd Friday of December, the 14th, at the home of
Carole Johnson, 1971 Seabreeze St., Newbury Park. Our hostess is Cheryl Wheelock.
Any questions, please call Carmen Barton at 805-376-2164 or Pat Meredith, Church
office. 805-498-4812, or cell, 805-990-1964.

King’s Readers Book Club
We will not be meeting in December. The first meeting of 2013 will be Wednesday,
January 16th.

Mark Your Calendar!
Tot Drop-&-Shop is Saturday, December 1st, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
KOG Women’s Christmas Party is December 7th,
at Christi Marriner’s home, 3762 Calle Clara Vista, Newbury Park
starting at 6:00 p.m. Bring your favorite dessert or appetizer to share. Also,
there will be a gift exchange, please bring a wrapped gift (participation is
optional).
Advent Ecumenical Evening Prayer, Wednesday, December 12th
At St. Julie’s Catholic Church (across the street)—7:00 p.m.
The KOG Christmas Party is Saturday, December 16th, 4:30 p.m
Bring your favorite dish to share.

Our Christmas Eve Family Service is
Monday, December 24th, at 5:00 p.m.,
with a Christmas pageant and our wonderful KOG Brass & Winds!
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SERVING OUR COMMUNITY
.

Come Help KOG Serve the
Community Meal Each Third Saturday
King of Glory supports the Conejo Valley Shelter Program through feeding our
less fortunate neighbors on the 3rd Saturday of each month, across the street in the
fellowship hall of St. Julie Billiart Catholic Church.
On November 16, we served chicken, rice, fruit salad, green salad, vegetable
dish, 1 gallon of 2% milk, 2 gallons of juice, rolls or bread, & dessert. Many thanks
to the many hands that help cooking and serving these meals.
Please remember to sign up in the church Welcome Center to bring an item for
the next meal: December 15th.

Adopt-An-Angel Outreach
Jennifer Caezza is coordinating our annual Adopt-an-Angel Outreach for Lutheran
Social Services. (Thank you, Jennifer!) We are helping six families with eight
children. There may still be a few “ornaments” to be chosen on the Christmas tree
in the Welcome Center. Take both tags, mark your name on one and leave it in the
box on the table. Attach the second tag to your wrapped gift, bring it to church and
place it under the tree, no later than December 9th. And thanks to Melody Faltin
for her guidance with this ministry!
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We have new e-mail addresses to share; please update your address books:
E-Mail

Contact Person

pastor@kog.cc

Pastor - Pastor Steve Simpson

kog@kog.cc

Church Office - Pat Meredith

kingskids@kog.cc

Preschool - Pam Gushue

prayers@kog.cc

Prayer Chain - Walt Chandler

goodnews@kog.cc

Weekly e-mail - Sue Meser

mops@kog.cc

MOPS Group - Christie Marriner

webmaster@kog.cc

Website - Dick Schwartz

help@kog.cc

Infrastructure - Gary Block

Preschool Fundraisers
Mark your calendars for these Preschool Fundraising dates:
December 5th—The Habit, Newbury Park—4:00 - 9:00 p.m.
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From The Office
There is the ecumenical service we have at Saint Julie’s with them and St. Patrick’s.
This will be December 12th at 7:00 p.m. This is a program you do not want to miss.
We have Tot Drop-and-Shop, December 1st, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Then the
ladies of KOG’s Christmas Party this year will be on Friday, December 7th, at Christi
Marriner’s home, 3762 Calle Clara Vista, Newbury Park, starting at around 6:00 p.m.
Bring your favorite dessert or appetizer to share. Also, there will be a gift
exchange; please bring a wrapped gift (participation is optional).
The KOG Christmas party will be Sunday, December 16th, at Carole Johnson’s home,
1971 Seabreeze St., Newbury Park, at 4:00 p.m.; bring your favorite dish to share.
Our Christmas Eve service, Monday, December 24th, at 5:00 p.m. In case you haven’t
checked yet, Lent starts in February. Ash Wednesday is February 13th.
“OH, I NEED A NAP!”

Paschal Candle
On the First Sunday of Advent, you’ll notice an addition to our worship environment
— a very tall candle on a stand near the baptismal font, a new paschal candle. At
Edna Nielsen’s memorial service, there was a basket for donations to King of Glory.
With the money from those donations, Pastor Steve and the Worship Committee
thought that an appropriate memorial to Edna, given her many years of service on
Altar Guild, would be a paschal candle for the sanctuary. The paschal candle serves
as the symbol of the resurrected Christ. It is especially used during baptisms, to
light baptismal candles, passing on the light of Christ, and funerals. During the
Easter season, it is placed near the ambo (the pulpit) and lit for worship, to be a
tangible sign of the glory of Christ’s resurrection. Thanks to Edna’s family’s
generosity and to all who contributed to bring this new paschal candle to King of
Glory!
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Let the River Flow
Thank you for responding so generously to the plea to let the river flow. Your
pledge allows it to flow from the altar (where we receive your gifts) to the works)
of our congregation and beyond to the world. Like a small stone thrown into the
water its ripples have effects beyond our understanding. Please continue to give
generously throughout the year so that the work done by King of Glory, its
Pastor and its Congregation will ripple through our neighborhood and the wider
world.

Egg Cartons
We were all astonished to hear Jennifer Caezza ask us to save our egg cartons!
Yes, the Caezzas have chickens and expect to be able to have eggs sometime
(soon?) in the future. Please bring them to church and leave them for Jennifer.
Thank you in advance.

Alternative Christmas
On Sunday, December 2nd, KOG will host an Alternative Christmas Faire featuring
Lutheran world Relief & SERRV crafts from third-world countries. Purchases help
people feed their families and to be contributors to society. In addition, items
and shares of animals will be offered from Habitat for Humanity and the Heifer
Project International.

Sound System
We’re in the process of getting quotes to update our sound system and have
started a fund to pay for the update. We currently have $314.00, from your
purchase of Carol Browning’s CDs and from a generous donor. If you’d like to
contribute to the sound system, you can still purchase a CD, make an individual
donation designated for the sound system, or approach Council with a fundraising
idea of your own.
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King of Glory
Lutheran Church and Preschool
2500 Borchard Road
Newbury Park, California 91320

Identification Statement:

The King’s Courier, Volume 12, No.12, Dated December
2012, is published monthly by King of Glory Lutheran Church and Preschool, 2500
Borchard Road, Newbury Park, CA, 91320.

Sunday Schedule:
9:00am

All ages Childcare (until 12 noon)

9:30am

Holy Communion Worship

9:45am

Sunday School (ages 4+)

10:30am

Coffee and Fellowship

10:45am

Adult Bible Study

Newsletter Deadline:

18th of the month
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