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Worship Schedule
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
Adult Bible Study 10:45 a.m.
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King of Glory

Mission Statement of

2015 Council
Pastor: Steve Simpson

King of Glory Lutheran Church:

805-498-4812

Uniting People,

Walt Chandler

Uniting Purposes,

2014 President
Karle Koerbling

Uniting Paths in Christ

2014 Vice President
Carole Johnson
2014 Secretary

OFFICE INFORMATION

Joel Arnold
Erik Diaz

Regular Hours

Mike Knudson

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday: 1:00–5:00 p.m.

Sue Meser

Friday: 1:00–4:00 p.m.

Richard O'Neil
Susan Premo
Dick Schwartz

Phone:

805-498-4812

Fax:

805-498-7912

Website:

www.kog.cc

Email:

kog@kog.cc

Laura Soice

Carol Browning
Office Manager
Lynda MacDonald

Thursday, January 15, 7:00 p.m.

Preschool Director

Preschool Board

805-498-0567
Tom Dawes
Treasurer
Renate Lee
Financial Secretary
Carol Browning
Music Director
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Church Council

Thursday, January 15, 5:15 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal
Tuesdays, 7:00-8:30 p.m. (Music Room)
Worship Committee
Sunday, January 11, after Worship
2Grace Notes

Message from Our Pastor
“What then are we to say? Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound?
By no means! How can we who died to sin go on living in it? Do you not know that all of us
who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore
we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.”
Romans 6:3-4 (NRSV translation)
The new year is a time for new beginnings. It is a time of change where it feels like anything
is possible. I find myself making a resolution every year, which usually involves trying to
improve myself in some way. One year, I promised to spend more time practicing music, and
another year, I vowed to do more reading. You can probably guess how this story ends. I start
off with enthusiasm, but my resolutions fall by the wayside in a few short weeks. It is difficult
to change.
Aside from being the first month of the new year, January also contains a special day in the
church calendar: Baptism of our Lord Sunday. When Jesus was baptized, the heavens tore open
and a voice boomed, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” We hear the
same voice during our own baptisms, although maybe not as dramatically. Baptism assures us
that we are beloved children of God.
But baptism also brings change. Paul, writing above in the book of Romans, tells us that
baptism is about transformation. Jesus died and was raised to new life; this is at the heart of the
gospel story. Baptism shows us that this is our own story as well. Baptism assures us that we
have died to sin, been made clean by the grace of God, so that we might be raised to new life.
In part, Paul is talking about how we will be resurrected after death, but this is not the whole
of his message. Baptism also changes us right now, in the present. If we are assured that we
are beloved children of God, then we cannot help but live differently! We try to live in a way
that shares grace because we know that God has shared grace with us. We strive to avoid sin,
not to earn love, but because we have been inspired by Christ’s love.
Baptism changes us. It reminds us of the gospel message and moves us to transformation.
This year, let us allow ourselves to be daily renewed by the grace of God. Perhaps some days
that change will come easily, and other days, it will be as successful as my New Year’s
resolutions. But, by the compassion of God, we are always being crafted into something new.
Peace,
Pastor Steve Simpson
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Worship
Date

Worship
Season/Color

Readers

Flowers

Altar Guild

Acolyte

1/4

Epiphany of
Our Lord B
White

Ed Carloni

by Janet and Karl
Hinderer
in Honor of Their
Son-in-Law Brian’s
Birthday

[Available]

Jeffrey
Knudson

1/11

Baptism of Our
Lord B
White

TBD

[Available]

[Available]

Abby
Provenzano

[Available]

Bella
Soice

[Available]

Meagan
Provenazano

1/18

Epiphany 2B
Green

TBD

by Sue Meser in
Celebration of Her
and Jim’s 14th
Wedding
Anniversary

1/25

Epiphany 3B
Green

TBD

[Available]

From the Council
Dear KOG Members and Friends,
Advent, Christmas, and the start of the new year, and the soft gray light and shorter
days of winter are some of the elements that create a bit more reflection during this
season. I have been reflecting on King of Glory partly because a term as president is
wrapping up. We celebrated a wonderful 50-year history, and it is important that we
celebrate God’s work through our institution. KOG has been blessed with a long line of
people who built the buildings, nurtured ministries, and have been a blessing to our
community. Pastors encouraging people with “Blessed to be a blessing” echo in our
history.
Psalm 85 from last week’s lessons has a lot to say, but I was struck by one sentence:
“Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together;
Righteousness and peace have kissed each other.”
God is steadfast in his love, and when we can muster up faith, God relieves us of the
burden of sin so that we are his people. Then the righteous can share the peace with a
kiss. Life happens; we accomplish some small part of the plan; and we need grace
again. I think our role is to carry on with faith so God can work.
(Continued on Page 5)
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Preschool Happenings
The Preschool is on Christmas break until
January 5. If you know of anyone who is
looking for a preschool, please have them
contact the Preschool Office at (805) 498-0567.

Our Family Fellowship FUNdraiser dinner this month is on Wednesday, January
14—another
“Guac-Smash” at Sharky’s (1930 Newbury Road, next to Kohl’s)—
14
from 5:005:00-9:00 p.m. We always appreciate your support!
Remember that you can support KOG Preschool and Church by signing up
for AmazonSmile.com (flyers with details available in the Welcome Center).
For those of you who have a “Facebook” account, look for King of Glory
Preschool and “Like” us. We also have a Yelp account, and you can read all
the reviews that are posted there and post your own review.
Blessings for a wonderful 2015!
Lynda MacDonald, Director

From the Council (Continued from Previous Page):
The new KOG Council is very exciting, because it is new in terms of the people
serving. Fresh ideas and initiatives will help KOG move forward. Please support
your leaders with communication, patience, and your prayers. God has a plan for
KOG, and I can’t wait to see what it will be in 2015.
Grace and peace and joy,
Walt Chandler
KOG Council (ex) President
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Adult Bible Study
The Adult Bible Study meets on Sundays after Worship & Fellowship, in the Music
Room, and is currently studying the Gospel of Matthew.

Altar Guild
The Altar Guild sign-up sheet is on the downstairs bulletin board, and you can sign
up for a Sunday or two, or for a month. This is an important and necessary ministry,
preparing the sanctuary for worship. Training is provided.
There are plenty of opportunities on the sign-up sheet for 2015. Please consider
signing up, for a month or part of a month. To join the Altar Guild Ministry, please
see Sue Premo or talk to Pastor Steve.

LIFT (Ladies in Fellowship Together) Bible Study
In January, we will take a short look at “Faith In The Family” by meeting some of
the women in “Acts.” We will also look at how Luther “expected” faith be taught
in the family by looking at some parts of Luther’s Small Catechism.
LIFT will meet on Monday, January 12, at noon, at Karen Malotte’s home. Please
join us; bring a friend. (Each session is independent of the previous session – so
just come and join us).

Music Ministry
Wow! What a wonderful Christmas Eve worship service! Our “small but mighty”
KOG choir led the sung prayer and offered great musical selections of their own.
We’re always glad to have Natalie Faltin back with us, and we were very grateful
that John Beattie and Erik Diaz lent their voices to our tenor section! Our young
soloists—Emily Bockelman, Emily and Ashley Bryant, and Abby and Meagan
Provenzano—sang beautifully! Our terrific KOG Brass and Winds (Gary Block, Ed
Carloni, Jeff Cohen, and Doug Hardie) added a festive element! Bella Soice played
bells for our prelude (thanks, Bella), and a real highlight was the flute and harp
duet of Bella and Laura Soice on “Silent Night”—a fitting end to a lovely service!
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Thanks to Marcy Knudson for adding guitar to our mix on so many occasions,
including Christmas Eve! Everyone also enjoyed our Lessons & Carols on December
28—a great opportunity to sing lots of our favorite Christmas carols! We all loved
the piano/organ duet from John Beattie and Carole Johnson, and John was a great
sport to sightread through the carols for the rest of the service at the last minute!
On Sunday, January 4, when we continue our Christmas celebration with the
Epiphany of Our Lord, we’ll enjoy the return of the Friday Quartet (Carolyn
Linhart’s string quartet). What a blessing! Later that same day, our Music Ministry
will gather at Dick and Renate Lee’s home for our annual Music Ministry Epiphany
party, at 4:30 p.m. It’s a yummy potluck, with a chance to sing through our
Christmas favorites one more time.
Choir rehearsals are Tuesdays, 7:00-8:30 p.m., in the Music Room. If your New
Year’s resolution is to sing more or if you play an instrument and would like to be
part of our KOG Music Ministry, please talk to Carol Browning, either at church or
contact her by cell: 310/463-3233, or email: outoftheway@earthlink.net).

Our Seminarian
We’re thrilled that Natalie Faltin, our seminarian, was able to join us for Christmas
Eve and will also be here for the Epiphany of Our Lord. Her approval interview with
the Synod is this month, so please continue to pray for her as she finishes up her
final studies at Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary. Follow Natalie’s blog: http://
bachatschool.blogspot.com/.

Pastor Steve’s Blog
www.sermonsandstuff.com is Pastor Steve’s blog, where you can read his sermons
if you’re away from church on a Sunday, and peruse other thoughts and reflections.
You can also listen to recordings of past sermons on the same website.

Sound System
Council approved a quote of approximately $14,000 to update our sound system.
Thanks to all who donated in memory of Bob Erickson! We received at least $700 in
donations, bringing us to a total of $6,000 towards our overall goal. To give to the
fund, make your check payable to King of Glory Lutheran Church and mark “Sound
System” in the Memo field. Does your company do matching funds? All donations
are appreciated! If you have other ideas for fundraising, please see Carol
Browning.
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Worship Environment—Help Needed Taking Down the Greens!
On Sunday, January 4, after worship, we’ll need some help with our worship
environment. We had awesome help in “hanging the greens,” decorating for Advent
and Christmas. We’ll also need help taking down the greens and switching things
out for time after Epiphany. Please plan to stay if you can—thank you!

Worship Notes

On the first Sunday this month, January 4, we’ll celebrate the Epiphany of Our
Lord, hearing the story of the three Magi, the wise ones who followed the star and
paid homage to the Christ Child. On January 11, we bridge out of the Christmas
season into the Time after Epiphany, with another feast, Baptism of Our Lord, and
hear Mark’s account of Jesus' baptism in the Jordan by John the Baptizer—the one
on whom the Spirit descends is himself the one who will baptize others with the
Holy Spirit. The liturgical color for both of these days is white, symbolizing
holiness, purity, and celebration.
For January 18, our color changes to green—a symbol of life and growth—and we
count the Sundays after Epiphany—2nd, 3rd, 4th, etc.—until the last Sunday
(February 15 this year) before Ash Wednesday, which is celebrated as the
Transfiguration of our Lord. Principal themes for the time from Epiphany until Lent
are the revelation of Christ to all nations, Jesus' baptism in the River Jordan, and
Christ as the light of the world. During January, we’ll commission our 2015 Church
Council—how wonderful to have several new members!

YAGM—Lauren Amundson
If you want to follow Lauren’s experience with YAGM (Young Adults in Global
Mission), check out her blog: http://palabrasenaccion.wordpress.com/.

Serving Our Community
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Adopt an Angel—Christmas 2014
We helped 3 families by providing 38 gifts—what a wonderful outreach to those in
need! Thank you to everyone who participated and to Jamie, Emily, and Ashley
Bryant for coordinating this ministry!

Come Help KOG Serve the Community Meal Each Third Saturday
King of Glory supports the Conejo Valley Shelter Program through feeding our less
fortunate neighbors on the 3rd Saturday of each month, across the street in the
fellowship hall of St. Julie Billiart Catholic Church.
On December 20, 2014, we served a wonderful and delicious meal to 69 (!)
appreciative guests. Many thanks to the generous folks who helped with cooking
and serving these meals!
Please remember to sign up in our Welcome Center to bring an item and/or to
serve for the next meal: January 17.

Birthday Lunch
The January Birthday Lunch will be the first Monday, January 5, at 11:15 a.m., at
Country Harvest. RSVP to Joann Krebs if you can attend.

Bunko
This group will be meeting the second Friday, January 9, 6:00 p.m., place to be
determined. For more info, please call Carmen Barton at 805-376-2164.
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Coordinator Needed
Do you like to organize parties and special events? Are you good at details and
getting things done? We need someone (or a couple of people) to take over this
ministry, coordinating planning for fellowship events like the Christmas party, Easter
brunch, cake after worship to celebrate various occasions, etc. If interested, please
speak with one of the Council members or Pastor Steve.

King’s Readers Book Club
After our December break, we will meet Wednesday, January 21, at 7:00 p.m. to
discuss I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for Education and Was Shot By the
Taliban by Malala Yosafzai and Christina Lamb. Meeting place to be announced.
Please join us.

Men’s Breakfast
Our Men’s Breakfast group is on hiatus this month. Watch for information about
future plans.

Thank You for Your Support!
Frances Erickson, along with the Dawes and Provenzano families, wants to let
Pastor Steve and the entire KOG church family know how much she appreciated the
love, prayers, cards, calls, visits, food, and support the whole family received
during Bob’s last months and following his death. Thank you also for all the
contributions to KOG’s sound system that were made in Bob’s memory.
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Thank You to Cheryl Weidmann
Thanks to Cheryl Weidmann for donating the great stand for our Children’s Activity
Bags and to Cheryl and her granddaughter Emma Kastel for keeping the bags well
stocked!

Thank You to the Faltins
Thanks to David and Melody Faltin for donating the beautiful outdoor wooden
nativity scene which David made. It was a wonderful statement to the community
about “the reason for the season”!

Thank You to the Schwartzes
Thanks to Dick and Ardath Schwartz for opening their beautiful home to us and
hosting our KOG Christmas Party! A fine time was had by all!!

Updated Address for the Webers
Jim, Chris, and Nancy Weber happily moved into their newly built home just before
Thanksgiving (after almost 4 months of apartment living). Their new address is:
5225 Heather Ranch Way, Rancho Cordova, CA 95742.

Other Upcoming Events/Information
Epiphany Concert at St. Rose of Lima Master Chorale
The Master Chorale of St. Rose of Lima Church (1305 Royal Avenue, Simi Valley,
93065) is offering a free Epiphany concert, featuring Schubert’s Magnificat and
Christmas carols, on Friday, January 2, at 7:00 p.m. The Chorale includes former
music director, Carolyn Linhart, and her husband, Gene.
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KOG Preschool FUNdraiser Dinner—Wednesday, January 14th

Mark your calendar for Wednesday, January 14th, for our KOG Preschool Family
Fellowship FUNdraiser Dinner, at Sharky’s (1930 Newbury Road, Newbury Park, CA
91320, next to Kohl’s), from 5:00-9:00 p.m. Flyers will be distributed before the
date.

KOG Preschool Online
Our Preschool has a Facebook page (thanks, Jamie Bryant)! Search Facebook or go
to https://www.facebook.com/pages/King-of-Glory-Preschool/653323394789066
and “like” us! We’re also on Yelp (http://www.yelp.com/biz/king-of-glory-preschool-newbury-park. You can read reviews and/or post your own review.

KOG Preschool Closed—December 22 until January 5
Thursday, January 1, 2015—Church Office Closed
Sunday, January 4—Epiphany of Our Lord
Friday String Quartet at our 9:30 Worship
After Worship—Taking Down the Greens
Music Ministry Potluck at the Lees’ at 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday, January 14, 5:00-9:00 p.m.—KOG Preschool FUNdraiser
“Guac Smash” at Sharky’s—Watch for flyers!
Monday, January 19—Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday
Preschool CLOSED but Church Office OPEN
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KOG e-mails:
E-Mail
pastor@kog.cc
kog@kog.cc
kingskids@kog.cc
prayers@kog.cc
goodnews@kog.cc
webmastr@kog.cc

Contact Person
Pastor - Pastor Steve Simpson
Church Office - Carol Browning
Preschool Office - Director Lynda MacDonald
Prayer Chain - Walt Chandler
Weekly e-mail - Sue Meser
Website - Dick Schwartz

The Church Office will be closed New Year’s Day,
Thursday, January 1.
The Preschool is closed through Sunday, January 4, for
the Christmas/New Year’s holidays,
and will be closed on January 19 for
the Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday.

Blessings to you and yours
for the New Year!

Guac-Smash Fin-tastic

FUNdraiser for

King of Glory Preschool
Enjoy Sharky’s great food while supporting King of Glory Preschool at the same time.
With each flyer (flyers available before the date) presented, Sharky’s will donate
20% of the event day sales back to KOG’s Preschool.

The King of Glory Preschool FUNdraiser Dinner is:
Wednesday, January 14, from 5:00-9:00 p.m.
Sharky’s, 1930 Newbury Road, Newbury Park, CA 91320
(next to Kohl’s)
805-376-1404 / www.sharkys.com
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Carpentry, Painting,
Electrical, Plumbing

Pizza • Pasta
Salads • And More
1560 Newbury Rd. #3

805-499-8300

www.amecinewburypark.com

AL COLLINS
HANDYMAN
(818) 517-0236
P.O Box 7150
Van Nuys, CA 91409
Serving Ventura &
L.A. Counties
since 1995

Country
Harvest
Restaurant

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
Dine in or Take out
Senior Discount

3345 W. Kimber Dr.
805-375-4598

VIRGIL'S
AUTO BODY &
PAINT

Foreign and Domestic
Insurance Approved Shop

FREE ESTIMATES
Joe Pellegrino

805-499-4243
3479 Old Conejo Road
Newbury Park

Sobrino's
Termite &
Pest Control

Homes • Apartments
Commercial • Industrial
Bed Bugs
African Honey Bees Certified
Landscape & Turf Treatments
$50 for Real Estate
Termite Report

Ray Sobrino Jr.

President • Lic. #OPR 11245
QAL #131563

www.sobrinostermite.com

(805) 498-3026

3529 Old Conejo Rd. Ste 102
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For advertising information, please call (951) 776-0601
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Identification Statement:

The King’s Courier, Volume 7, No. 1, Dated January 2015,
is published monthly by King of Glory Lutheran Church and Preschool, 2500 Borchard Road,
Newbury Park, CA, 91320.

Sunday Schedule:
9:00am

All ages Childcare (until 12 noon)

9:30am

Holy Communion Worship

9:45am

Sunday School (ages 4+)

10:30am

Coffee and Fellowship

10:45am

Adult Bible Study

Newsletter Deadline:

18th of the month

