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All are invited for our
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Children’s Pageant & Communion
Special Music with
King of Glory Brass and Choir

Worship Schedule
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School at 9:45 a.m.
Adult Bible Study 10:45 a.m.
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King of Glory

Mission Statement of

2014 Council
Pastor: Steve Simpson

King of Glory Lutheran Church:

805-498-4812

Uniting People,

Walt Chandler

Uniting Purposes,

President
Karle Koerbling

Uniting Paths in Christ

Vice President
Carole Johnson

OFFICE INFORMATION

Secretary

Regular Hours

Sue Meser
Susan Premo

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday: 1:00–5:00 p.m.

Dick Schwartz

Friday: 1:00–4:00 p.m.
Phone:

805-498-4812

Fax:

805-498-7912

Website:

www.kog.cc

Email:

kog@kog.cc

Carol Browning
Office Manager
Lynda MacDonald
Preschool Director

Church Council

805-498-0567

Thursday, December 18, 7:00 p.m.

Tom Dawes

Preschool Board

Treasurer
Renate Lee
Financial Secretary

Thursday, December 18, 5:15 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal

Carol Browning

Tuesdays, 7:00-8:30 p.m. (Music Room)

Music Director

Worship Committee
Sunday, January 11, after Worship
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Message from Our Pastor
The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; he has sent
me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty
to the captives, and release to the prisoners; to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor, and
the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to provide for those who mourn
in Zion—to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness,
the planting of the Lord, to display his glory.” — Isaiah 61:1-3 (NRSV translation)
As the days shorten, and we flip our calendars to December, we know that Christmas is
fast approaching. The four weeks leading up to the holiday are known as Advent in the church
calendar. It is a time of warmth and waiting. It is a time of anticipation and preparation. It is a
time for us to ask this question: for whose birth are we preparing? When Jesus is born on
Christmas, what will he look like?
During our Sunday morning worship in Advent, we will be hearing from the Biblical
book of Isaiah. It describes a vision of God’s goodness, and we, as Christians, see these words
as a prophecy for the arrival of Jesus.
I invite you to read the above passage from Isaiah one more time. As you do it, ask
yourself this question: “Where do I see myself in this text?” Isaiah is writing to those who feel
brokenhearted or stricken with mourning. He speaks to those who feel faint in spirit or who
bear the weight of oppression. It is safe to say that we can each see our own selves reflected in
this reading. We all know what it feels like to suffer under sadness.
But these Bible verses also give us a vision of hope for the future. Look over the reading
once more, and this time, contemplate this question as you do it: “Where do I see God in this
text?”
There will be gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit!
God came to us as a baby born in a manger. Jesus was born in humility, and in that same
humility, he stands beside us in our suffering. Even when we dwell at our lowest point, God is
there to cradle us and lift us up again. We hear this proclaimed powerfully on the cross, on
which Jesus suffered, and we are assured that we are forgiven. Christ is a light in the darkness
of our lives.
For whom are we waiting during Advent? It is the Christ child. We look forward to God
born among us, who meets us in the suffering of our lives. It is a God who shared love to the
sick and suffering. It is a Jesus who shouted liberation to the oppressed and brokenhearted. It
is a Christ who proclaimed forgiveness for you. This Advent, let us prepare ourselves to hear
the gospel of grace.
Peace,
Pastor Steve Simpson
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Worship
Date

Worship
Season/Color

Readers

Flowers

Altar Guild

Acolyte

12/7

Advent 2B
Blue

TBD

[Available]

[Available]

Emily
Bryant

[Available]

TBD

12/14

Advent 3B
Blue

TBD

by Ed & Debby
Carloni in Honor of
Debby’s Mother,
Chad AND by Frances
Erickson and Nancy &
Tom Dawes in
Celebration of the
Life of Robert Stanley
Erickson

12/21

Advent 4B
Blue

TBD

[Available]

[Available]

Jeffrey
Knudson

12/24
4:30 p.m.

Christmas Eve
White

TBD

[Poinsettias]

[Available]

Emily
Bryant

12/28

Christmas 1B
White

TBD

[Available]

[Available]

Meagan
Provenzano

From the Council
Dear KOG Members and Friends,
The November Council meeting contained challenges and promise. The challenges are
the finances, as both the church and the preschool are slightly in the red. This is not a
surprise as you heard at the annual meeting. Challenges are something we face
together with prayer and action. We have savings to carry us for a couple of years, and
hope because KOG still has God’s work to do. The promising news is that the Preschool
Board has new members, and they are already tackling issues and opportunities with
fresh ideas and energy. We now have a KOG Kids Facebook page, for instance. Let’s
support the Preschool team of teachers and Board in every way we can. On the church
side, Council discussed how to follow up with visitors; being welcoming is a balance
between being too assertive and too reticent. In our retreat with new Council, I hope
we can focus on finding that perfect balance.
Advent activities are coming up—Angel Tree, Alternative Christmas, a Christmas party,
and special worship services with seasonal songs and decorations. Today, the banners
created by our members went up, and I am excited for this sign that the celebration of
the coming of our Savior is coming soon. Be sure to invite friends and neighbors to
these beautiful services and celebrations.
(Continued on page 5)
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Preschool Happenings
We at King of Glory Preschool hope that all of you had a
wonderful Thanksgiving with your family and friends. The
staff at KOG know how blessed we are to have such a
supportive church family. You always make it a point to attend our restaurant
nights, which helps us to bring in some extra money, and you also ordered from our
Masterpiece Cookie Dough order. Thank you also for helping us with our
Thanksgiving Feast; it wouldn’t have been such a success without your help. We
appreciate all that you do for us at KOG Preschool!
As we move on to the Advent and Christmas seasons, the
children will be learning about Jesus’ birth and the real
reason we celebrate Christmas. Come and join us for our
Christmas program on December 11th and 12th. Each class
will be singing a song, and we will all sing together. If you
need to get into the Christmas spirit, come on the above
dates and watch the children sing. Their happiness and
sense of wonder will definitely put a smile on your face.
For those of you who have a “Facebook” account, look for King of Glory Preschool
and “Like” us. You can stay on top of all the “Happenings” at the Preschool and the
fun we are having. We also have a Yelp account, and you can read all the reviews
that are posted there.
The staff at King of Glory Preschool would like to wish all of you a Very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Blessings to you this Christmas Season,
Lynda MacDonald, Director

From the Council (Continued from page 4)
As I write this, Thanksgiving is a few days away. I am reminded that Jesus gave
thanks before meals for God’s goodness. Psalm 100 reminds us “Enter his gates
with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to him and praise his
name. For the Lord is good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness continues
through all generations.” Thanksgiving is a great way to start Advent, and I thank
God for all of you and look forward to the celebration of the arrival of grace to
earth.
Grace and peace and joy,
Walt Chandler
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Adult Bible Study
The Adult Bible Study meets on Sundays after Worship & Fellowship, in the Music
Room, and is currently studying the Gospel of Matthew.

Altar Guild
The Altar Guild sign-up sheet is on the downstairs bulletin board, and you can sign
up for a Sunday or two, or for a month. This is an important and necessary ministry,
preparing the sanctuary for worship. Training is provided.
December is still open, and there is a new sign-up sheet for 2015.
Please
consider signing up, for a month or part of a month. To join the Altar Guild
Ministry, please see Sue Premo or talk to Pastor Steve.

Flowers for Worship
You’ve probably seen the announcement in the bulletin each week about signing up
to sponsor flowers for worship. If you attended the Annual Meeting, you heard
Tom Dawes mention that, because of an anticipated budget shortfall between
income and expenses, we need to carefully review all our expenditures, including
possibly doing away with live flowers for worship. David Jeffrey Designs, the florist
who provides our arrangements weekly, charges us a modest amount of $40 per
week for the two arrangements. Parishioners who sponsor flowers, at a cost of $25
per arrangement, help with this expense. If two families sign up for the same
week, the extra amount buffers the cost for weeks when there are no sponsorships.
In 2014, there were 18 weeks with no one signed up, 28 weeks with only one
sponsorship, and 6 weeks with two families signed up. The Worship Committee is
exploring what we can do to deal with this deficit.
Do you enjoy the lovely flower arrangements that decorate our sanctuary and
enhance our worship space? Do you want us to continue having them? Would
you like to take them home with you to enjoy after worship? If so, would you be
willing to sign up for a week or two during the year? The 2015 Flower Chart is
already posted, with all 52 weeks open at the moment. Are you able to help?
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LIFT Bible Study
In November, seven ladies studied Isaiah’s, Peter’s and our Baptismal Calling to be
commissioned and reassured by God. We heard about the various Baptismal
recollections of those present—what a wonderful insight and fellowship! In
December, we will continue our study of Transforming Life and Faith—as we take
a closer look at the time it took Moses to be transformed. (Note: We are using
the November Gather magazine, the one with the clock on the cover, for our study).
LIFT will meet on December 8th, at Noon, at the Lee home. Please join us,
bring a friend, and watch the candles on Renate’s German decorations. (Each
session is independent of the previous session—so just come and join us).

Music Ministry
We certainly enjoyed our annual Thanksgiving Ecumenical Service last month. Our
“small but mighty” choir always loves becoming part of a larger group and renewing
friendships with fellow music ministers at St. Julie’s and St. Patrick’s.
We’re in the midst of rehearsing our Advent and Christmas music. The year will be
over before we know it! We’ll have our wonderful KOG Brass joining the Choir for
Christmas Eve, 4:30 p.m. on December 24. Choir rehearsals are Tuesdays, 7:008:30 p.m., in the Music Room. If you’re interested in singing (especially tenors) or
if you play an instrument and would like to be part of our KOG Music Ministry, please
talk to Carol Browning, either at church or contact her by cell: 310/463-3233, or
email: outoftheway@earthlink.net).

Our Seminarian
Natalie Faltin, our seminarian, is at Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary for her
final year of studies, so please continue to pray for her. Follow Natalie’s blog:
http://bachatschool.blogspot.com/.

Pastor Steve’s Blog
www.sermonsandstuff.com is Pastor Steve’s blog, where you can read his sermons
if you’re away from church on a Sunday, and peruse other thoughts and reflections.
You can also listen to recordings of past sermons on the same website.
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Poinsettias for Christmas
Please sign up in the Welcome Center to purchase a poinsettia, set to arrive
December 21st, to decorate our sanctuary for Christmas. The plants are $10; please
designate the loved ones you want to honor or remember.

Sound System
Council approved a quote of approximately $14,000 to update our sound system.
We’ve received about $5,300 towards that goal. To donate to the fund, make your
check payable to King of Glory Lutheran Church and mark “Sound System” in the
Memo field. Does your company do matching funds? All donations are
appreciated! If you have other ideas for fundraising, please see Carol Browning.

Worship Notes
Our All Saints Sunday ritual of lighting candles in remembrance of loved ones who
are no longer with us was very meaningful and moving. During November, we moved
through various liturgical colors—white to green to white and now to blue. Thanks
to all who helped change out the worship banners and other liturgical environment,
and “hang the greens.” Blue is the color of Advent, representing hope and
anticipation. On our altar is the Advent wreath, a symbol which helps to move us
through the season, as we light one more candle each week.
The season of Advent began a new liturgical year and Cycle B of our lectionary
readings. Our primary gospel for this cycle is Mark, although because it’s the
shortest gospel, it is supplemented with selections from John, Luke, and Matthew.
Mark’s gospel was written for “a community of followers of Jesus,” those who
recognized Jesus as “Son of God, Son of Man, and Messiah,” and who experienced
persecution because of their faith.
The language of Mark is “spare” and
straightforward.
In our Advent gospels, the first two weeks are from Mark, with an apocalyptic vision
of the second coming, reminding us to “keep awake” and “alert,” for we “do not
know when the time will come.” The 2nd Sunday of Advent brings John the Baptist,
the Messenger who points towards Jesus as “one more powerful” who will baptize
with the Holy Spirit. John the Baptist also appears on the 3rd Sunday, but from the
gospel of John, reiterating that he is not “the One,” but is “a witness to testify to
the light,” which is Jesus. On the final Sunday of Advent, the angel Gabriel, in
Luke’s gospel, announces to Mary that she has “found favor with God” and will
“bear a Son” who will reign and whose kingdom will have no end. This Advent, may
we strengthen our faith by saying, with Mary, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord;
let it be with me according to your word."
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YAGM—Lauren Amundson
If you want to follow Lauren’s experience with YAGM (Young Adults in Global
Mission), check out her blog: http://palabrasenaccion.wordpress.com/.

Serving Our Community

Adopt an Angel—Christmas 2014
Christmas is a wonderful time of year to help families in our community. This year
we hope to have 3 families in need to “adopt.” Watch for the Christmas tree with
gift tags in the Welcome Center and further information in the bulletins. Feel free
to contact me with any questions at (805) 551-4430 or email me at
mrsdtm@gmail.com.
Thank you for participating in this wonderful ministry,
Jamie, Emily, and Ashley Bryant

Come Help KOG Serve the Community Meal Each Third Saturday
King of Glory supports the Conejo Valley Shelter Program through feeding our less
fortunate neighbors on the 3rd Saturday of each month, across the street in the
fellowship hall of St. Julie Billiart Catholic Church.
On November 15, 2014, we served a wonderful and delicious meal to 57
appreciative guests. Many thanks to the generous folks who helped with cooking
and serving these meals!
Please remember to sign up in our Welcome Center to bring an item and/or to
serve for the next meal: December 20.
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Birthday Lunch
The December Birthday Lunch will be the first Monday, December 1, at 11:15
a.m., at Country Harvest. RSVP to Joann Krebs if you can attend.

Bunko
This group will be meeting the second Friday, December 12, 6:00 p.m., at the
home of Carole Johnson. For more info, please call Carmen Barton at 805-376-2164.

Fellowship Coordinator Needed
Dear Friends of King of Glory, we need some specific help. Will you step forward
and take on the role of coordinating our fellowship events? I have done this for
many more years than I like to think—but now I have told the Council that I am
stepping down as Fellowship Coordinator. I will help anyone who wants to direct the
effort for some of our beloved events (Christmas Party, Easter Breakfast,
Oktoberfest, Potlucks, and the occasional cake after Sunday Worship) and find new
events that we haven’t tried yet. Please let the Council know you will help.
Renate Lee

King’s Readers Book Club
We do not meet in December and resume in January. We will meet Wednesday,
January 21, at 7:00 p.m. to discuss I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for
Education and Was Shot By the Taliban by Malala Yosafzai and Christina Lamb.
Meeting place to be announced.

King of Glory Christmas Party
Mark your calendars for King of Glory’s Christmas Party—a potluck held at the home
of Dick and Ardath Schwartz (4427 Golf Course Drive, Westlake Village,
805-370-6862) on Sunday, December 14, 4:30 p.m. Bring the whole family for a
fun time! Flyers in the Welcome Center.
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Men’s Breakfast
Our Men’s Breakfast group meets the First Friday of each month. Please join us
Friday, December 5, at 7:30 a.m., for an hour of informal conversation and a
favorite hot beverage as we discuss the Gospel for Sunday. All are welcome to join
us at Old New York Deli & Bagel, 2700 Teller Rd., #A (cross the freeway on Borchard,
left on Hillcrest, right on Teller.) More info: Walt Chandler, waltchandr@aol.com.

Women’s Christmas Party
Save the date of Friday, December 5 (note the change from the 12th), for the
annual Women’s Christmas Party, to be held at the home of Joann and Bill Krebs,
starting at 7:00 p.m.

Other Upcoming Events/Information

KOG Preschool Christmas Programs
All are welcome to attend the KOG Preschool Christmas Programs, Thursday and
Friday, December 11th and 12th, at 9:15 a.m., in the Chapel!

KOG Preschool FUNdraiser Dinner
Mark your calendar for Tuesday and Wednesday, December 9th and 10th, for our
KOG Preschool Family Fellowship FUNdraiser Dinner, at IHOP (2315 Michael
Drive , Newbury Park, 91320, 805-499-5840), all day—from 6:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.
Flyers will be distributed before the date.

KOG Preschool Online
Our Preschool now has a Facebook page (thanks, Jamie Bryant)! Search Facebook or
go to https://www.facebook.com/pages/King-of-Glory-Preschool/653323394789066
and “like” us! We’re also on Yelp (http://www.yelp.com/biz/king-of-glory-preschool-newbury-park. You can read reviews and/or post your own review.
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No Room at the Inn
Celebrate the true meaning of Christmas while helping the homeless. View
hundreds of Nativity sets from private collections, at St. Paschal Baylon Church, 155
E Janss Rd, Thousand Oaks, 91360. The Friday night gala is December 12 from 6:009:00 p.m. and includes appetizers and beverages as well as music of the season.
Donation for the Gala is $40 in advance, $45 after December 1. Weekend exhibit
hours are Saturday, December 13, 10:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m., and Sunday, December
14, 10:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m. A donation of $5 adult, $1 child is requested to see the
Nativities. Proceeds benefit homeless programs in Ventura County. For more
information, contact Kris at 805-497-6207, ext. 205, or www.nrati.com.

Friday, December 5, 7:00 p.m.—Women’s Christmas Party
At the home of Joann Krebs
Sunday, December 7—
Alternative Christmas Gifts after Worship
Tuesday-Wednesday, December 9-10, 6:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.
KOG Preschool FUNdraiser at IHOP Watch for flyers
Saturday, December 13, Noon—A Celebration of Life
for Robert Stanley Erickson
Sunday, December 14, 4:30 p.m.—KOG Christmas Party
At the home of Dick and Ardath Schwartz
Wednesday, December 24—Christmas Eve
4:30 p.m. Worship with Children’s Pageant
and KOG Brass and Choir

Christmas Blessings
to you and yours!
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KOG e-mails:
E-Mail
pastor@kog.cc
kog@kog.cc
kingskids@kog.cc
prayers@kog.cc
goodnews@kog.cc
webmastr@kog.cc

Contact Person
Pastor - Pastor Steve Simpson
Church Office - Carol Browning
Preschool Office - Director Lynda MacDonald
Prayer Chain - Walt Chandler
Weekly e-mail - Sue Meser
Website - Dick Schwartz

Sunday School Project Holiday Stocking
Don't know if you read in the Acorn, but it was advertised that several businesses have banded
together to ask interested people to fill a Christmas stocking with goodies such as Chapstick, ramen
noodles, candy, socks, soap, gently used DVDs, etc. These businesses will send the stockings to the
troops if postage is provided. Sunday School will pay the postage. We'll add a Christmas card signed
by the kids and put the church's address. We did this once, and the soldiers sent us a thank-you note
even though we know that they are all thankful. Please bring one or two items on December 7th to
Sunday School. If you forget, your Sunday School teacher will have extra items for the children to
put in. A flyer will be sent to your children's house to give you more details. Contact Pam Chandler
for more information, or here is the website: http://www.toacorn.com/news/2014-11-06/.

The Church Office will be closed Christmas Day,
Thursday, December 25.
The Preschool will be closed Monday, December 22,
through Sunday, January 4, for the
Christmas/New Year’s holidays.
IHOP Family FUNdraiser for

King of Glory Preschool
Enjoy a meal at IHOP while supporting King of Glory Preschool at the same time. With
each flyer presented (flyers will be available in the Welcome Center before the
date), IHOP will donate 20% of the event day sales back to KOG’s Preschool.

The King of Glory Preschool FUNdraiser is:
Tuesday AND Wednesday, December 9-10, 2014
ALL DAY (6:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.)
IHOP, 2315 Michael Drive, Newbury Park, 91320, 805-499-5840
www.ihop.com
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Carpentry, Painting,
Electrical, Plumbing

Pizza • Pasta
Salads • And More
1560 Newbury Rd. #3

805-499-8300

www.amecinewburypark.com

AL COLLINS
HANDYMAN
(818) 517-0236
P.O Box 7150
Van Nuys, CA 91409
Serving Ventura &
L.A. Counties
since 1995

VIRGIL'S
AUTO BODY &
PAINT

In-Home Care & Retirement
Community Placement
• Companion Care
• Outside Support
• Personal Care
• Memory Care

Foreign and Domestic
Insurance Approved Shop

(760) 828-5201

3479 Old Conejo Road
Newbury Park

www.getgoldencare.com

FREE ESTIMATES
Joe Pellegrino

805-499-4243

Sobrino's
Termite &
Pest Control

Homes • Apartments
Commercial • Industrial
Bed Bugs
African Honey Bees Certified
Landscape & Turf Treatments
$50 for Real Estate
Termite Report

Ray Sobrino Jr.

President • Lic. #OPR 11245
QAL #131563

www.sobrinostermite.com

(805) 498-3026

3529 Old Conejo Rd. Ste 102
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Identification Statement:

The King’s Courier, Volume 6, No. 12, Dated December
2014, is published monthly by King of Glory Lutheran Church and Preschool, 2500 Borchard
Road, Newbury Park, CA, 91320.

Sunday Schedule:
9:00am

All ages Childcare (until 12 noon)

9:30am

Holy Communion Worship

9:45am

Sunday School (ages 4+)

10:30am

Coffee and Fellowship

10:45am

Adult Bible Study

Newsletter Deadline:

18th of the month

